South Fremantle Foreshore,

Yegislutibe Jssembly,
Monday, 8th Qctober, 18594.

Alleged inronds mode upon the South foreshore, at
Fremantle—Mackie Street Railway Crossing—Cost
of Paotients nttending Cool e Hospital—Con-
stitntion Act Further Amendment Bill: first read-
ing—Exteusion of State aid to Assisted Scbools—
Ronds Act Amendment Bill : third rending—Drov.
ing Bill: recommitted—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair ut 7-30
pan.

- PRAYERS,

ALLEGED INROADS MADE UPON
SOUTH FORESHORE, FREMANTLE.
Mz. SOLOMON, in accordance with

notice, asked the Premier what action
the Government intended taking with
regard to the inroads being made on the
South Fremantle foreshore, in conse.
quence of the construction of the North
mole ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the Governmeni was not
aware that inroads made upon the South
foreshore ut Fremantle were due to the
construction of the North mole, for, so
far as the professional advice at the dis-
posal of the Government was reliable,
the North mole was calculated to protect
the South foreshore, rather than to cause
inroads upon it.

MACKIE STREET RAILWAY CROSSING.

Mr. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works
whether any, and if so what, provision
would be made to prevent the danger
at present ariging from the unprotected
crossing at Mackie Street; whether a
crossing keeper would be placed at this
crossing ; and if so, when ?

Tar DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. 'W. Venn) replied
that it was not at present considered
necessary to place a crosging keeper at
Mackie Street.

COST OF PATIENTS ATTENDING
COOLGARDIE HOSPITAL.

Mgk. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid upon
the table of the House, showing—

1. The cost of the upkeep of the
hospital at Coolgardie, from the lst
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Septewnber, 1893, to 30th September,
1894.

z. The numes of patients who have
taken advantage of the hospital during
above term.

3. The names of persons who have not
paid for hospital attention, und amounts
owing by them.

He moved for the return becanse he had
been informed that a considerable number
of patients took advantage of this hospital
who could well afford to pay for the
accommodation and treatment they re-
ceived, but who did not do so.

Motion put and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by M=. Burr, and read a
first time.

EXTENSION OF
ASSISTED SCHOOLS.

Mr. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker—In
rising to move the motion of which I
have given wpotice, and whith affirms
“that, in the opinion of this House, it is
undesirable to further extend the system
of State aid to Assisted Schools,” 1am
dealing with a matter that has been very
prominently before the country —-

SeveraL Memsers : No.

Mr. SIMPSON : T observe that inter-
ruptions have commenced very early. I
would suggest, if they were reserved untal
a little later on, they wonld, perhaps, be
a little more effective. It is significant,
too, where they come from, in one instance
at any rate. I say, sir, this is a matter
that has been prominently before the
public mind of this country, and, in order
to prove that statement, I challenge
opposition, when I say that, with the
exception of one single journal in the
country, and thata weekly sheet belonging
to a particular denomination, every news-
paper in this country is in favour of the
abolition of the present dual system.
That, I should imagine, is somewhat of an
indication of the state of public opinion
on the question. As members will be
aware, the Educational Grant is an annu-
ally increasing grant; this year it is
greater than it was last year, and, under
existing conditions, it will continue to
grow, if the present system is perpetuated.
In connection with this motion, it is pecu-
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lar and almost unintelligible, the action
that has recently been taken in certain
quarters. There seems te have been a
flutter in the dove-cot, sir. Special circu-
lars have been issued and forwarded to
members, practically amounting to a call
of the House, I believe. I did not receive
one myself,—at which members will not
be surprised. There has also been a
deputation, which waited on the Premier,
and I presume that the representations
made by that deputation practically put
the question before the country in the
strongest light it can be put on the part
of the supporters of the existing dual
system of education. I presume it is fair
to assume that. I have no desire to do
anything that is unfair in dealing with
this question. T have no desire fo use
the word “iotolerance,” or to use the
word “Dbigotry,”—words which are so
freely bundied about in certain quarters;
T believe there is still force in that preg-
nant old Shakesperion saying, “ Let the
galled jade wince” That deputation,
sir, I imagine, stated the cuse of the
Assisted Schools as forcibly as it can
be stated; and, in dealing with this
question to-night from another stand-
point, I do mot purpose merely to
express my own opinions; I wish to
give expression «to opinions which have
gathered weight and influence through-
out the whole of Awustralia. I wish
to use quotations from the utfcrances
of prominent public men, men who have
graced the Bench, who have adorned the
Bar, and who, perhaps, raised the tradi-
tions of political life in Australia to as
high a platform as has been reached in
any part of the world. I purpose to
refer largely to the report of that Com-
mission of which that great man, George
Higinbotham, was the chairman, and
which reported on this subject in Vie-
toria. Before doing so, I observe from
the daily press that the Premier, on
Saturday, in answer to a deputation that
waited upon bim, made a positive state-
ment a8 to the policy of the Forrest
Ministry in connection with this ques-
tion. He stated, beyond question—and
I have the reporter's notes before me—
that the Forrest Ministry intended that
the present system of education should
exist in Western Australia in perpetuity,
if they had the power to keep it so.
That is the statemnent of the Premier, sir.
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Tar Premier (Houn. Sir J. Forrest):
You had better quote the exact words, I
thmmk.

Mzg. SIMPSON : T will, sir.

Tae Premrier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I think it is only fair you should.

Mr. SIMPSON: I should he sorry
that in dealing with so grave a public
question I should in any way misrepresent
any public man’s vtterance.

Tue Prenier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I do not think I said anything about
perpetuity.

Mg. SIMPSON: 1 will read the hon.
gentleman's own words. He said *the
views of the Government were contained
in the speech he delivered in Bunbury in
May last, and, although it was said that
the Government changed about, their
views now were the same as he expressed
thems then.” The hon. gentleman then
read an extract from his Bunbury speech,
as follows:—In 1871 the present Educa-
“tion Act was passed, and from that time
“to this it seems to have worked fairly
“well. I think there might be a little
“more life iostilled mio it, and more
“ interest, perhaps, taken inthe education
“of the young. A higher standard might
“Dbe adopted and more active supervision
“carricd out; but I think no one can
“say that the system has not worked
“well. It has given peace and quiet, and
“we have worked together in harmony.
*There wus never much said in favour of
“u change until very recently. 'Well, the
“ present Government, are of opinion that
“ the system of State and Assisted Schools
‘“should be continued in the colony.”
Sir, I can only put one meaning on the
word “continued”; I take it that to
continue u system is to perpetuate .it.
The hon. gentleman then goes on to
indulge in one of those high-sounding
common-places that adorn his speeches:
—*T believe in freedom of conscience,
“and freedom of opinion. I don’t be-
“lieve in coercion. I don’t believe in
“forcing people to do what they consider
“is unjust to them, just because you have
“the power to do it. My advice to vou,
“and my advice to the people of this
“golony 1s, to lenve the principles of the
“ Education Act, as regards the Assisted
* Bchools, alone.” Then the hon. gentle-
man was good eoough to say to the
deputation that * the Government would
“ oppose the motion of Kr. Simpson when
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“it came on, and carry out the pledge”—
mark the word, “pledge”—*they gave
‘“to the people of the colony in his
“ gpeech of May lnst. The present system
“ was one which they had had in furce for
“nearly a quarter of a century, and it had
“worked well, and had certainly given
“peace and harmony to the people. He
““ suw no reason why they should change
“that system. It bad been proved that
“it worked well; in fact it was quite
* remarkable until recently the harmony,
“ contentinent and one-ness of opinion
“which seemed to exist in the colony.
“He regretted very much that only
“recently this foundation which was
“gatablished in 1871, and which had
“been Duilt on continually until the
* prasent time, should be sought to be
“destroyed. He could tell them that
“he desired to cootinue on the same
“lines which had worked well for so
“many years.” I think that is a fairly
accurate statement of the Premier's re-
marks.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Quite so.

Mz. SIMPSON : And I think it sup-
ports what I said, that the policy of the
Forrest Government is to perpetuate the
present dual systetn so far as lies in their
power. In their statement of the case
put before the Premier by the deputation
on bhehalf of the supporters of the present
system, it was stated by one of thespeakers,
a man who has been closely connected
with the educational system of the colony
for nany years, and a man whose name
1 know 15 very dear to the people of this
colony—Father Bourke—it was stuted
that “to do away with the assistance
would cause a great injustice to them,
because their objections to the State
School system of education were based
on conscientious objections, which 1t was
impossible to explain to the general
public without giving rise to a religious
controversy.” But the general public
huve to contribute to support this system
of education, though they are to have no
explanation of the reason why it should
be continued, or why one section of the
community cannot avail themselves of
the State School system. Task, have we
a right to grunt State aid to any denomi-
nation or class in the coimmunity for the
education of their children when they
acknowledge they are in a position that
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they cannot possibly esplain to the public
why they are entitled 1o that aid? Thad,
I take 1t, is what was said by their
distinguished spokesman at this depu-
tation. He goes on to suwy: *They had
conscientious objections thut the religious
education in the Government Schools
was entirely inadequate, and their
people were not satisfied with it.” And
yet, sir, it is o significant fact that
just on 14 per cent. of the teachers in
our Stute Schools belong to this de-
nowmination whose spiritual leaders said
that the religious cducation in those
schools was entirely inadequate. These
teachers, I suppose, are competent to
impart adequate religious education in
their own schools, but if their children
go into those pest-houses the State
Schools, they become contaminated, be-
cause they have to mix up with State
children. That is what goes by the name
of '“conscientious objections.” It has
often puzzled me, as a matter of scientific
or psychological inquiry, where this con-
science is situated.

Mr. Moran: You wouldn’t be able to
find it, because you haven’t got a con-
science.

Mr. SIMPSON : I have made a care-
ful search and endeavoured to discover
the whereabouts of this particular kind
of conscience referred to; and I am
strongly inclined to think it is not to be
found at all in the human frame in its
nude form, in the privacy of the closet,
but that when it makes its appearance in
the public street it is generally located in
the breeches pocket. The same reverend
and distinguished gentleman goes on to
say, after referring to the conscientious
objections which s people had to availing
themselves of the State schools — but
which objections could not be explained :
* That being so, they had to take their
stand upoun it, and say that no further
concession was possible.” T would like
to call particular attention to that word
“concession.” Then he said: “Their
couscientious objections were deep, as
might be judged from the large amount
of monetary liability that had been in-
curred in support of them.” There
you have a distinct conmection between
the conscience and the breeches pocket,
between the conscientious objections and
the monetary liability. Continuing, the
reverend gentleman said : ** They had been



938 Assisted Schools :
“at the expense of thousands of pounds
“in builfing and maintaining their
* schools, simply because they could not
“accept the Government arrangements
“in their own schools. If they looked
“outside this colony they found that
“their co-religionists were adopting the
“same course elsewhere. They regarded
“ it as lmportant thut they should have
“the gducation of their own children,
“and under the care of teachers in whom
“they could confide.” Of course, sir,
that is the key of the whole situation.
This particuliar denomination insist thai
they shall have the right to select teachers
of their own. But the State says, “No;
we will train our own teachers, and ap-
point them to schools that are apart or
free from priestly influence.” I do not
wish to speak with any disrespect of
any Church ; far be it from me to do so.
But T have a public daty te do, and any-
thing I have to say in the discharge of
that duty I shall say it very plainly,
though I'hope not offeasively. Before I
proceed to quote from the report of the
Commission I have referred to, I may
point out to the Premier that no distin-
guished man in Australia who has fought
his way to o front rank in political life
has ever breathed a word in support of
the principle of the dual system of educa-
tion. [An Hown. Memser: Question.]
Tam afraid the hon. member’s information
is uot so exact as mine on this peint. No
public man in Australia who has reached
any great eminence in public life during
the lust fifteen years has been a supporter
of this dual system. The conclusions
wrrived at by the Royal Commission in
Victorin. were distinctly and emphatically
adverse to the system.  Those conclusions
were based upon the nucessities of public
education and the preponderating mass
of evidence received by the Commission.
In their report they say: “The mis-
“chievous influences of denomination-
“alism upon public education are vepre-
“gented by the witnesses to be twofold.
“First, it has a tendency to promote
*jealousy and distrust, and mutual appre-
*hension, generally unfounded, anongst
“the parents of different denominations.
“These feelings do not, we believe, now
“ operate so much amongst the various
“gects of Protestants as between the
“whole body of Protestants on the one
“hand, and of Roman Catholics on the
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“other. The second and most formid-
“able evil arises from the inability of the
“central authority to compel such an
* anmalgamation of schoels belonging to
“ different denowminations as may be re-
“quired in the interests of good educa-
“tion, and demmunded by considerations
“of economy. It is expressly or impliedly
“admitted by all the witnesses that de-
“ nominationalism has chiefly contributed
“to produce an undue increase in the
“number of public schools, & less efficient
« gystem of school instruction, and a waste-
‘“ ful expenditure of public money.” In
another part of their report, the Commis-
gion say: * The only objection suggested
“by the evidence to the adoption of a
“scheme such as we have proposed”—
that is to say, the abolition of all State
aid to clementary education except to
public schools vested in one central
authority—*is raised on behalf of the
“Roman Catholic denomination. It is
“agserted that this denomination will
“ not accept any scheme of public educa-
‘“ tion by which the selection of teachers
“of Roman Catholic clildren is taken
* away from the Roman Catholic clergy-—
which is exactly the position assumed
by the same denomination here—'" that a
“separate grant should be given by the
“State to schools belonging to that
“ denomination ”—as we are doing here.
“This suggestion,” the Cominission say,
“ needs, we think, only a brief considera-
“tion to ensure its rejection. A separate
“grant of public money to any one relig-
“1ous sect, which other sects were not per-
“ mitted to share, would involve a distinct
““ recognition of that sect by the State -
I ask the attention of members to these
words—* and would be a violation of the
“ non-sectarian principles on which the
“ Constitution of this colony is founded.
“The fuct that the grant was hestowed
“for no other reason than becaunse the
“gect in question entertained anti-social
“views on the question of education,
“would render the distinction more in.
“ excusable and obnozious, and would
““ give a colour of justice to the exaspera-
“tion and jealousy with which the other
* sects would certainly regard it. It may
““be added that in the opinion of several
“of the witnesses, in which we concuy,
“the grant of a sum of money to the
“Roman Catholic denomination separ-
“ately would certainly lead to a demand
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“on the part of the other sects for the
“ extension to them of the same benefit.
“ Tt would be impossible to resist such a
 demand, and the consequence would be
“that denominationalism in its simple
“ and most mischievous form would again
“Dbecome supreme in our system of edu-
“cation.” Members, T think, will agrec
with me that these are just and forable
observations. The position assumed by
the Roman Catholic denomination in
Victoria at that time was exactly the
position assumed by the same denomina-
fion in this colony at the present moment.
“The Bishop of the Roman Catholic
Church” (the report says) * claims, by
“yirtue of his office, the right to have the
“ exelusive control of the education of the
 young ; and, as a consequence, a demand
“18 mude that the clergy of this denomina-
“tion shall have the appointment of

“the teachers and committecs of their |

“gchools.”” The Commission, however,
and some of the most influential men inthe
community who were examined before the
Commission, did not hesitate to say that
the claims put forward by this particular
denomination were indefensible. Yet
we find the same claime put forward
here.
the Premier the other day, one of the
spewkers, a gentleman distinguished for
his intellectual power, and helding a
prominent position in the ecclesiastical
world, Father Kelly, indulged in some
very plain speaking on the question of
handing over the education of children
to religious hodies.
were somewhat remarkable, and all the
more so coming from the representative
of a Church that claims the right to have
the education of its children entirely in
its own bands. He said, as reported,
“There had sprung up a spirit of dis-
“trust in the Churches of late years, and
“it was in a measure the fault of some of
 the Churches themselves. They bad not
“ done their duty to the people. They had
“acted in such a way that the people could
‘““not trust in the ministers and the min-
“istratious of religion. They had acted
“in a mercenary manner.” Remarkable
words, on a remarkable occasion! Anap-

peal to Cazsar, and a distinct answer from |

Cmsar. I come again to the report of the
Commission already referred to, a report
which hus had o world-wide cireulation,
and which is practically the foundation,

The words he used.
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the bed rock, on which the educational
systems of the other Australian colonies
are based. It issaid: “ Each denomination
“bas a fized idea that the day school is
“a nursery or feeder to the Chwreh, and
“ that there is necessarily something want-
“ing in any school which is not ruled
“ directly by each respective congregation.
“In short, denominationulism is as ramy-
“ant as cever.” Then it goes on to say:
“We are of opinion . that the
“policy of discouraging, of gradually
“diminishing, and of finally abolishing
“all State aid fo primary instroction,
‘“except to public scheols, or by means
“of other machinery under the control
“of the central authority, should be
“ distinctly announced by the Legislatnre,
“and resolutely acted upon.” That is the
position I desire to take up; for I should
like to point cut, in connection with this
motion, that what T am asking this
House to affirm is that there shall be no
further cxtension of the present systemn
of State aid to Assisted Schools, not
that this grant should be immediately
abolished, but that it shall not be further
extended, so that those who now secure
this grant may not he led to incur liabili-
ties which they may not be able to meet
if the grant were to immediately dis-
appear, but that they shall be given to
understand that no extension of the
present grant will be granted by the
Legislature of this country, The Premier,
in his reply to the deputation T have
referred to, bas virtually tacked his name
to the statement that sv far ag he and
his Ministry are concerned, this dual
systemm is to remain with us in per-
petaity, so far as they have the power to
do so. T do not thiuk T am straming the
meaning of his words when I say that, I
would be sorry to strain or distort them,
but, if words have any meuning, coming
from him as a public man, they simply
have this meaning: that the present
Ministry is pledged to continue this
annual grant for this object in perpetuity,
and that so long us he is in power he
will pledge the wountry to increase the
grant as population increases, and these
denominational schools are mnore largely
availed of. I think that is the position.
If so, what is to become of our State
Schools? T do not believe, myself, there
is that unity amongst the members of the
Government on this question which it has
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been suggested there is. I do not believe
it exists. . )

Tae Premier (Hon. Siv J. Forrest):
You don’t want to believe it.

Mr. SIMPSON: I have reason to
believe otherwise, and there is a very
strong opinion amongst the public that
this feeling of unanimity does not exist.
As to outside opinion on the subject, this
question was before the country at the
Tast election, and  broad shaft of bright
light was thrown upen it,

Mg. Connor: It nearly threw you out,
ab any rate.

Mzr. SIMPSON: I would be content
at any time to be left out if I won wy
cause; and, perhaps, if I had been left
out I would have been as likely to have
done s0. I say that the result of the
clections in Perth threw a shaft of bright,
clear light upon public opinion as regards
this question in the metropolis of the
country.  The free and independent
electors in the centre of the intellectual
life of the country, said distinctly through
the ballot box *We will not have this
dunl system perpetuated.” That verdict
came with no uncertain sound from the
three metropolitan  electorates.  East
Perth, and Centrul Perth. and West
Perth, each returned & member distinctly
in favour of the abolition of the present
dual system. I challenge contradiction
of that statement.

Mz. Connor: Quote Fremantle,

Mg. SIMPSON : That was distinctly the
verdict of the ballot-box in the metropolis
of the counkry. We have heard a great
dueal of * bigotry” and “ intolerance™ in
connection with this question. A certain
number of the participants of this grant
are very fond of using those words. Ido
not know that any member of this House
ever heard me, either in public or private
life, utter an intolerant or higoted word ;
Ishould be sorry to do it. ButI ask this
House und I ask the country this question:
ig it a wise thing, is i€ a politic thing that
we should deliberately perpetuate a system
which encourages the growth in our com-
munity, the feeling on the part of one
section of the communmity that if their
children come in contact with the children
attending the State Schools of the colony
their religious principles are likely to be
coutaminated, or to suffer? Is it right,
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the minds of the children of any section
of the community ¥ What possible scruple
of conscience can there be in allowing
these children to mix together in their
school days, any more than in after years?
When these children grow to manhood
they mix together in our workshops, in our
counting houses, in our public service,
and in all the avenues of life. Ts it a
wige thing for us, who are engaged in
building up the history of this country,
to setup these obnoxious barriers between.
the children of different sections of the
community on the very threshold of their
young lives, and to perpetuate these
invidious distinctions which are hound to
have a pernicious influence upon them in
later life ? Is it wis¢ to draw money out
of the pockets of the taxpayers to en-
vourage this invidious growth in the
citizen life of this young country? I
magine the Premnjer will admit, and the
Government will admit—I do not think
it is disputed by anyone, in Australia at
any rate, for the principle has been
accepted in all these colontes—that it is
the duty of the State to tuke charge of
the education of its children. I think
the principle laid down by Macaulay,
that us the State has the right fo
hang, it has a right to educate, is
generally accepted in these colonies. We
know that the grant for educational pur-
poses in this colony, so far as these
Assisted Schools are concerned, is a small
one, and I do not think it can be said that
the results are very satisfactory, so far as
the Stute Schools are affected by it. We
alsv know that that much-respected and
energetic body, the Roman Catholic de-
nomination, take the greater portion (I
suppose about 90 per cent.) of it; so that
this grant to Assisted Schools practically
amounts to an annnal and separate grant
to one denomination.  As to the objection
raised by this denomination on the ground
of religious convictions, we know that
under the amended Act religious teaching
is now allowed and enjoined in all our
schools. No class of school has any
advantage over the other in this respect.
The minister of any religious denomina-
tion, Protestant or Catholic, hus the right
to enter any of our public schools to
impart religious teuching {o the mem-
bers of their respective flocks. Every

is it expedient, that we should instil this | encowragemeni i thus given to every

idea of objectionable assoviations inlo

denomination in this respect. It has
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been pointed out to me—and the fact
may not be generally known—that, in
this respect, the Government and Assisted
Schools have to work under the Act as it
stands, and under the same regulations
and the same programme of instruction,
At both classes of schools, half an hour
is set aside dailv—and half an hour
only—for religious teaching. That is
the case in the Assisted Schools as well
as in the Government Schools; the rest
of the time must be devoted to secular
instruction. These are the conditions
necessary in order to entitle a school
to participate in the grant, and auny
infringement of this regulation causes
i loss of the grant. That I have offici-
ally. I huve already pointed out that
thus motion which I have the honour
of submitting for the consideration of
this House does not aim at the immediate
abolition of this grant. Tt would inflict
no immediate hardship, and it will cavse
no present disturbance in the operations
of those who participate in this grant.
What this motion aims at is that there
shall be no further extension of the
system. This grant, as I have said, is
increasing ; it is larger this year than it
was last year, and, unless it is checked,
it will continue to get larger in proportion
to the growing number of children in our
rapidly increasing population. Therefore,
there can be no better time than the
present for affirming the prineiple which
I ask this House to affirni by agreeing to
the motion now hefore it, At no future
time can the discontinuance of the exist-
ing systum cause less disturbance than at
the present. 'The syvatem adopted in
New South Wales, and whiclk is the
gystem I wish to see in foree here, created
no serious disturbance in that com-
munity. The Premier when dealing with
this question is very fond of talking
about peace and harmony. There may
be harmony, and there may be peace, or
he may call it peace. We have read of
an instance where they made desolation,
and called it peace. A famous general
once announced that “order reigns in
Warsaw *'; and we know that the veason
why order reigned in Warsaw was because

he huad destroyed all his opponents.’

When the Bill which gave New South
Wales its present system of education
was introdoced, the following statewment
was made by a distinguished statesman in
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that colony : “ We think this Bill may
“be fairly accepted by all—by every
“ class, by every sect. It does not matter
“ whether the child belongs to an Irish,
‘““a Scotch, an English, or an Australian
“family. What 15 aimed at is that he
*ghould be considered as belonging to a
“ family forming part of the populaiion
“of this free and fair country; that we
‘“ghould secure to him the means of
“ instruction upon the basis from which
“his friends, according to their oppor-
“ tunities and cm}umstances may carry
“ out any degree of education they think
“proper. We think another advantage
“ of this Bill is that it is not a Bill for
“the poor alone. It is not o Bill con-
“ceived in any sense of helping only
* those who eannot help themselves; but
“it is a Bill framed and intended to
‘“ bring into existence a system of educa-
* tion for all the children of all classes;
‘g0 that the child of the poor and the
“ ¢hild of the rich may sit side by side in
“ their tender years, when they receive
“the first rudiments of instruction, and
““when there is no occasion for any sec-
* tarian distinction.” Our present system
provides that the State, in providing for
the education of the children of this
colany, shall make o * sectarian dis-
tinction.” Continuing. the same dis-
tinguished statesman said: “ We think
“ this Bill may be received. and ought to
“be received, by our Rowman Catholic
“fellow citizens. Surely the Catholic
“ religion, with all its sacraments, does
“not depend upon some particnlar form
“being taught; and, surely it cannot
“be a thing the teaching of which
“renders it necessary to separate the
¢ Cutholic children from the other child-
“ren of the country. They must mix
“in after vears, and he associated with
* each other in all the duties of avervday
“life. Let them be workers, traders, men
“ of gompetent wrans; let them go wher-
“ ever they may, into whatever groove of
“ gociety circumstances may direct them—
“ they must mix with persons entertain-
“ ing other opinions. And I venture to
“say thal they ought so to mix; that
* they ought to umite in promoting the
‘ general inferests of their own country
“in preference to any consideration what-
“ever. Let us be of whatever faith we
“may, born on whatever soil we may,
“yeared under whatever associations we
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“ may, let us still remember that we are
“ above everything else free citizens of a
“free commonwenlth” T suppose, sir,
we shull get from the Premier to-night a
distinet pronouncement as to the policy
of the Government, or the attitude of the
Government, with regard to this question.
Although, as I have said, I am opposed
to the sudden abolition of the present
grant to Assisted Schools, I believe that
no Ministry that seeks to perpetuate the
exigting system will find itself in accord
with the public fecling of the country.
In dealing with this grant my idea is that
in doing so we should have regard to
existing interests, and that in this colony
we should deal with those who are re-
ceiving this grant in the same way as
was adopted in New South Wales—Ilet
them be given to understand that the
grant will disappear in a certain number
of years, and that where they have built
schools and find themselves unable to
carry them on, owing to the withdrawal
of this grant, or to the want of other means,
the State will leuse these school buildings
from them, or, if they are willing to ac-
cept a fair price, will purchase them. In
that colony, as I have mdicated, they went
on the great principle that the State should
educate its children without reference
to class or denonunation. This House,
1 think, is composed of members belong-
ing to all known denominations; in fact,
to more than all knows denominations.
I believe some of them do nut exactly
know Lo which denomination they belong
—they are, so to speak, not branded vet.
My point is this: i looking at the ques-
tion of elementary education, this House,
composed as it s of members repre-
senting all denominations, should not lay
it down as o fixed principle that a certain
portion of the public revenue should be
set apart, increasing in amount every
year, to one particalar denomination, for
the promulgation of its own particular
doctrines. I do not say that in any
invidious sense; I do not wish to say
anything that would hurt the feelings of
any denomination.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Don’t apologise too much.

Mxr. SIMPSON : Iam not apologising.
The Premier never heard an apology from
me yet, for I am careful not to utter
anything that requires an apology ; and,
perhaps, if the hon. gentleman himself
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followed the same rule, his manner some-
times would he a little less offensive. We
have been told by the Premier that the
intention of his Government is to per-
petuate the present system, and I suppose
we shall be told. so again to-night. If
we do so we shall deliberately encourage
the growth of a system which wust strike
uot only at the efficiency but the vitality
of the State Schools. I am perfectly
justified, from my own observation and
from my reading of history in other
countries—I am perfectly justified in
saying that one of the two systems
must disappear. There is not the shadow
of a doubt in my mind about that.
Either the State School system will
become a reproach and a disgrace to
the community, and the denominational
system will carry out the work that the
State ought to do itself, or else the other
system must disappear. I believe, if we
take all things into consideration, and if
I read the signs of the times rightly, the
writing on the wall distinetly points to
the fact that the State School system will
eventually wipe out of existence the rival
syatem. That &8 wy firm belief I
believe that the inherent virtue of the
State School system, and the acceptance
it receives from all thoughtful sections
of the community, point to that consum-
mation. T think our great care as a
Legislature should be to see that our
State School system ig not trammelled or
encummbered by any rival agency, assisted
out of State funds, to clog its usefulness
and to detract from its success. As I
shall have an opportunity before the
debate closes of replying to any argu.
ments that may be put forward in oppo-
sition to this motion, I will not detain
the House further at this stage. I have
endeavoured to place the issue before
members in as moderate language as 1
ecan command, and I lLope I have not
urged my views with any unnecessary
warmth. I have endeavoured to abstain
from giving utterance to any sentiment
that might appear to savour of intoler-
ance—I will not say of bigotry, for T
think it is impossible for me to be a

Jbigot. I beg to move the motion standing

I my bame.

Mr. RANDELL: I thiok the motion
which the hon. member has placed before
the House is a very moderate one, and I
think it is one that should receive the
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careful consideration of hou. members; I
also hope it may secure their adhesion.
If, perhaps, the hon. member had moved
that we should do away with State aid
to Assisted Schools altogether, his reso-
lution would probably have been met
with a decided negative from a consider-
able number of members, and I think he
has adopted a wise course in moving
as he has done, that it is undesirable
to * further extend” the present system.
If T remember rightly, a resolution to
the same effect was moved in another
place last session, and carried; or,at any
rate, if not carried, received a very large
amount of support,—that, whilst there
was no wish to destroy a system which
biad prevailed for the last twenty years,
yet that it was desirable, in the interests
of the country, that as soon as possible
this dual system should cease. I hold
that opinion very strongly myself, and I
have given expression to it at various
times and io several places. As the hon.
mewmber has said, I believe that, to a
very large extent, I, who now represent
Perth in this House, owe my return to
the fact that T spoke out hounestly and
fairly on this same question, and that
I carried with me the general body of
the ratepayers or electors of the city.
The hon. member, in moving his reso-
lution, made use of one expression which
T think is an important one, and one that
should not be lost sight of, namely, that
Lhe State system of education ought tobe a
system adapted for the ** free citizens of a
free commonwealth.” Qur present State
School gygtem is one which, without injury
to the conscience of anyone, may be availed
of to the utmost by any religious body.
It does not tamper with the religious
gonvictions of anyone; and I think it is
a very serious question for the country
when we find one section of the com-
munity wishing to erect barriers between
itself and other sections of the com-
munity, and to keep itself as much apart
from them as possible in the matter of
eduvating their children. In after life,
in the ordinary transactions of trade and
commerce, in the workshop and in the
counting-hounse, and in all the avenues of
business, we mix together on a common
ground, and I think it would be bene.
ficial to the commonwealth at large if our
children, in their younger days, mixed
together on a common ground in the
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schools of the country. It is urged that
they are unable to do s0 on conscientious
grounds. I hope I have as great a regard
for the supremacy of conscience as any
member of this House, or any member of
the community. It has always been a
fundamental principle of mine. From
my childhood, I may say, I have been
reared and educated to remember that
conscience is supreme everywhere. But
T confess that, in this particular instance,
I am unable tn uppreciate the objection
of one section of the community to avail
itself of our State School system on that
ground. I fail to see that conscience has
anything whatever to do with it. We all
know, from the events that tock place in
1871, when the present system of ele-
mentary education was adopted, what
were the real grounds for the change that
then took place. The Premier's words to
the deputation that waited upon him a
few days ago, about the existence of
peace and harmony in the community,
were as applicable to the state of things
that existed in the community up to that
date as they were now. BExcept that
there was some agitation on the part of
the Catholic priesthood to secure for
themselves a portion of the Education
Vote, peace and harmony prevailed, and
I believe that the system at that time in
force recommended itself to the com.
munity generally, and certaioly in the
larger centres of population the standard
of education was equal fo what it is
at the present moment,—or at any rate
to what it was twelve months ago, when
an effort was made to enlarge the curri-
culum, and to induce teachers to better
qualify themselves for their profession
by offering them certificates of efficiency.
Of course we know that the comparatively
low standard of attainments that has
prevailed among the teachers in this
colony has been in many cases due to the
fact that the salaries in many parts of
the colony are so small that they offer no
inducement to really good men to enter
the profession. As the hon. member for
Geraldton has said, it is generally recog-
nised, in these Australian colonies at any
rate, that it is the duty of the State to
educate its children. I believe no ouve
(uestions that statement at the present
woment. I believe we are all agreed that
it is part of the dnty of the Stale to edu-
cate the rising generation. That being
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the case, surely it is the duty of the State
to try and secure the best possible schools
it can throughout the whole country, and
to offer every inducement to secure an
efficient staff of teachers, by enabling
them to earn a fair and reasonable salary.
But what do we find? We find the
State actually subsidising other schools to
compete with its own schools. These
Assisted Schools sre established for the
most part in the large centres of popula.
tion, where they are more likely to thrive,
Those who establish them carefully leave
small country places alone; in very few
instances do we find them establishing
schools in places where the population is
small. They leave the State to provide

-for the wants of these localities; and, in
this way, the cost of the State School
system is considerably enhanced. It has
been stated that the education pro-
vided by the Assisted Schools has
given general satisfaction. I admit
that the education imparted in them
—especially in the girls’ schools—has
been at least equal to that imparted
in the Government Schools. I believe it
has been claimed that it is superior, but
I know that contention cannot be main-
tained oo anything like fair grounds.
It can only be justified by taking the
average results of Assisted Schools, which,
a8 I said, are mainly confined to the
lavger centres of population, and com-
parmg those results with the average
results of State Schools which are not
confined to these cemtres of population
but scattered also over the rural districts
of the colony, where the population is
small, and the attendance meagre and
less regular than at the schools in the
larger centres of population, and the
attainments of the children consequently
lower. However, I am quite willing to
admit that the work done in these As-
sisted Schools is good; but the logical
conclusion of the argument that they do
the work cheaper and better than the
State Schools is simply an argument that
we should hand over to the promoters of
these Assisted Schools our whole system
of education. But I do not admit the
justice of the argument, and I am quite
sure we are not prepared to carry it out to
its Jogical eonclusion, and hand over our
education system te that particular de-
nomination which, with its splendid
organisation, is able to take such advan-
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tage of the present Staie aid systom. I
noticed that an argument used by one
of the gentlemen belonging to that de.
nomination, who attended the deputation
that waited upon the Premier the other
day on this question, was that the agita.
tion against the Assisted Schools did not
come from the public or the parents of
children; and, in support of that state.
ment, allusion was made to the fact that
a Government School had recently been
established at West Perth or Leederville,
where there were two denominational
schools, but that none of the children
attending those schools had been re-
moved to the State School. It was
stated that although the memorial in
favour of establishing the State School
had been signed by the parents of over
100 children, only 19 pupils attended the
school altogether. I happen to be io
possession of the facts or circumstances
which make it quite plain why there
should be such a small attendance at this
particular school, and that few or no
children have been removed from the
denominational schools in the neighbour-
hood. I believe that pressure, and very
great pressure, has been brought to bear
upon the parents of these children, and
influences brought to work which they
have Dbeen unable to withstand. They
huve been personally wvisited by those
who are interested io the denominational
schools, and strongly pressed not to take
their children away and send them to the
State School. I also know that c¢very
opposition was offered in certain quarters
to the establishment of that school, from
the very first. I menlion these facts,
because they throw a pretty strong light
upon the causes which have militated
against the attendance at this particular
school. But I know that a good teacher
has been apjpointed to the school, and I
am quite satisfied that very shortly he
will establish a reputation there, and
that the school will receive the support it
deserves, and which it would have re-
ceived already but for the pressure and
influences I have rveferred to. The
Premier on one occasion stated that it
was the duty of the Govermmsent to see
that schools were established throughout
the evlony. T am very sorry to say that
in the past this has not been considered
a very urgent duty by former Govern-
ments, nor, indeed, by the present one,
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until very recently. A ghort time ago,
I know 1t was very difficult to obtain
money from public funds for the erection
of schools. I say that, as a member of
the late Central Board.

Tee PreMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We never refused the Central Board any-
thing since we have been in office.

Mr. RANDELL: I know we had to
wait month after month, and year after
year, before we could get the schools we
applied for, and desired to see estab-
lished, in different parts of the colony.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I know I never refused them.

TrEe Commissioner oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W, E. Marmion): Not under
Responsible Government, I think.

Mr. RANDELL: Yes, under Respon-
sible Government. It is only within the
lagt twelve months or so that the subject
has been tuken up in earnest by the
Minister, and schools are now being
ostablished where they ought to have
bean eatablished long since,

Tee Premizr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
They were never asked for before.

Mz. RANDELL: I know the Central
Board could not get the funds when they
asked——

Tug Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That was under the old form of Govern.
ment, not this one.

Me. RANDELL: Otherwise we would
have seen a different state of things from
what we see now. I am in accord with
the principle enunciated lately by the
Ministry that they will establish schools
wherever there is a need for their being
established. T think, if we do that, we
shall go a great way towards bringing
about the cessation of this State aid to
Assisted Schools. I hold that opinion
very strongly, and I think it is a view of
the question that will be supported by
this House, —that the Government should
plant schools wherever they are needed.
Assisted Schools are defended on religious
or sectarian grounds. I think the pri-
mary duty of every man ia to the State,
as & citizen. Afterwards he can consider
the interests of his own Church, but not
before. The first duty of every citizen is
to promote the best interests of the State;
the interests of his Church shouid stand
gecond in his estimation. As I said at
the commencement, I think the motion

(8 Ocr., 1894.]

State Aid to. 945
now before us is a very moderate motion,
and T hope it will commend itself to
members. In common with the hon,
member who brought it forward, I should
be sorry, seeing that the present system
has been -established now for some 23
years, to see this aid to Assisted Schoole
taken away suddenly, — certainly not
without compensation. But if the de-
nomination chiefly interested were willing
to lease their scheol buildings, or to sell
them to the State, I should be quite
willing that the State, at whatever sacri-
fice, should accept the position. It was
not m{ intention to have spoken at any
great length on this subject, nor would I
have said so much as 1 have done but for
what I saw stated in the newspaper
report of the deputation that waited
upon the Premier 2 few days ago. It
was then stated that “peace and har-
meny” prevailed in the community, We
know that may always prevail, whenever
one side has been willing to give way, and
to refrain from asserting its rights; and
that has been the case to a large extent
in connection with this education ques-
tion. But has there been, and is there
such peace and contentment with the pre.
gent state of things as we are sometimes
led to suppose 7 Underneath the surface
I believe not. I know there have been
complaints as to the undue cownpetition
with Government Schools in different parts
of the country, and that in some of the
smaller towns these schools are nearly
ruined by the establishment in their midst
of these rival schools assisted by the State.
I think it is false policy, and a policy that
15 not good to the country, to allow the
present. dual system fo coutinue, or, at
any rate, to allow it to extend; and I
take it that behind this motion there is
an intention that the system shall gradu-
ally cease by some means or the other—
by honourable means, of course. I think
one of the best means for bringing about
this consummation would be to see that
good and efficient teachers are appointed
to our State Schools, and that the equip-
ments of the schools should be improved,
g0 as to ensure the children attending
them receiving a good sound education.
Of course I am aware that these denomi-
national schools exist in England. Buta
different state of things exists there alto-
gether. They started with the denomi-
national system there,
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Tae CoumissioNser oF Crowy LaNDs
" (Hon. W, E. Marmion) : I suppose they
are not “ free citizens of a free common-
wealth” in England.

Mg. RANDELL: In this respect they
have not always been free citizehs. It was
more than a parent dared, especially in the
rural districts, to send his child to another |
school,in Englund, He was obliged, under
the risk of incurring the penalty of being
deprived of his means of livelihood, and
of being ostracised, and suffering other
penalties of which probably the hon.
member knows nothing about, to send
his children to the parish school.

Tae CommissioNEr oF Crowy Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): How long ago
is that ?

Mz, RANDELL: Even up to the
present moment that state of things pre-
vails in the country distriets in England.
I have read of it in newspapers of recent
date. There is one of these schools in
every parish, controlled by the clergyman
of the parish, who has the supreme
management, and no one would think of
interfering with him. This state of
things prevailed for a long, long term of
vears, all over England, until an attempt
was made to remedy it by the establish-
ment of what are called British schools,
in the towns, and excellent schools they
are, very much superior, as a rule, to the
other schools. If members have read a
very excellent article recently written on
the subject by Mr. J. G. Fitch, a high
authority on the question of education,
and published in the Nineteenth Century,
they will have seen the case put very
felly and very fairly. And what do we
find there? We find that in the very
stronghold of denominationalism, the
Board Schools are gradually winning
their way, and it is ouly a question of
time—and it will not be long hence—
when the denominational system will be
wiped out in England, and Boatd Schools
established in every part of the country.
They are now recogmising the principle
which in Australia has been recognised
for a long time, that it 15 the duty of the
State to educate its children, and to adopt
the best means for accomplishing that
end. T would be the last to say anything
ungenerous, or unkind, or to endeavour
to induce members to do anything that is
unfair or unjust towards these Assisted |
Schools. I recognise, to some extent |
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at any rate, what is called the sacrifices
that have been made by their supporters;
but I am not quite willing to concede
that these sacrifices are made altogether
in the interests of education. They are
made for other purposes. I admire the
self-denial of those who make these sacri-
fices; T alsoadmire the splendid organisa-
tion which enables them to accomplish
educational work that cannot be so
effectually accomplished without such
means by other portions of the com-
munity, not even by the Church of
England. We have not the available
staff of unpaid teachers who have dedi-
cated their lives to working in this field
of labour. But wbat has been the practi-
Although, nominally, the
present system is one of assisting all
schools, irrespective of creed or denomi-
nation, it virtually resolves itself into
one of State aid to c¢ne particular
denomination, for carrying on its own
system of education. It is so by the
foree of circumstances. Recognising that
fact, it ‘becomes our duty, as politicians,
and it becomes the duty of the Ministry
of the day, to lock the question fairly in
the face, and say whether this sistem
shall be continued, or whether we should
endeavour, as speedily as possible—but
as honourably as possible—to bring it to
an end. I believe it is an imperative
duty cast upon us to take this matter
into our most earnest consideration. A
resolution passed by this House the other
duy affirmed that it is desirable thal
direct State aid to religion shoald
cease,. I hope the House will also
accept this resolution, and affirm that
State aid in another form, to any
religious denomination, through these
Asaisted Schools, shall likewise cease. I
say so in the best interests of the com-
munity. I say so on the grounds of
patriotism ; on the ground that we are
all members of one and the same nation,
and citizens of the same great common-
wealth. Although we may hold different
views on religious subjects, that does not
make us one whit less fellow citizens of
that great Empire of which we are proud
to form a part. I am afraid I have
spoken in a very desultory manuer on
this important question. [t was not my
intention to have addressed the House at
such length; but the resolution com-
mends itself to me as being a very
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moderate one, and I thought it was my
duty to say a few words. I am afraid I
have been led a little outside the parti-
cular subject now before us, but I hope
I bave not uttered anything that can be
vonsidered to be offensive to anyome. I
only wished to make known the senti.
ments I, myself, hold with regard to this
question, and the convictions which have
been forced upon me by a long and inti-
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mate acquaintance with the practical -

working of the educational system of the
colony. I have endeavoured to give
utterance to these convictions without
burting the feelings of anyome; and I
think it is the duty of all of us to give an
honest expression to our opinions upon
this very important question.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I am sure we must have all listened with
attention and interest to the hon. member,
the leader of the Opposition, in the ob-
servations he hag made on this subject.
I also think that not one word of what
he has uttered could in any way give
offence to any of the members of this
House. He has dealt with the matter,
from his point of view, in a fair and
reasonable way. I must, however, say
that I take exception to the suggestion
that the question now before us is in any
way a new one in this House. Ever
gince the - introduction of Responsible
Government we have had debates upon
the question, and we have arrived at
decisions concerning it. Therefore, the
attitude of the present Government
towards the question should not have
come with surprise, even upon the hon.
member for Geraldton, though the hon.
member would lead one to suppose that
the Government had expressed no opinion
on the subject, or made any declaration
of their policy with regard to it until I
addressed the electors at Bunbury in
May laat. But the hon. member knows
very well, without my telling him, that
the present Government had expressed

their views in this House on this question

on more than one occasion; and the atti-
tude which they observe towards it at
the present moment is not in any way
new, and should not come upon the hon.
member in any way as a surprise. The
hon. member, himself, has moved a similar
motion before in this House, though any
one listening to him this evening would
imagine that it was some new idea that
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had flashed upon his mind, or that it
was the first time he had ever given
expression to his sentiments on the sab-
ject. But we know very well it is an
old subject with him. He has fought
two elections over it, and he was very
nearly defeated npon it on the last occa-
sion, In fact ever since he has entered
political life it has been his shibboleth.

Mz. Simpson: A very good one, too.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) :
I do not know whether the hon. member
intends to continue in his crusade against
the present system of education. Although
he has not said so fo-night, we all know
that his idea is that the system of educa-
tion in this colony should be free, secular,
and compulsory.

Mr. SivpsoN: I never said anything
of the kind.

Trx PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
That is the hon. member's view, never.
theless. The view the Government take
of this matter is that we have to deal
with the question as it exists in this
country. We have not fo commence a
new system; we have to deal with a
system introduced in 1871, founded upon
the English Act, and which has remained
in force and worked fairly well on the
whole from that time up to this, and, I
believe, given satisfaction to the majority
of the people of the colony. I do notmean
to say that it has worked altogether satis-
factorily ; I believe it can be improved
in the way I stated at Bumbury, by
giving more vitality to it, by adding
to its efficiency, and maling the standard
higher. But it has served us fairly well
during the last twenty-three years; and,
go far as I am concerned, I am not pre-
pared to revolutionise a system that bas
given a fair amount of satisfaction during
the whole of that time. There is one
point I would like to emphasise, and that
i this: I cannot admit for a moment
that the system of Assisted Bchools is
intended for the Roman Catholic de-
nomination only. Itis open to all de-
nominations to avail themselves of the
gystem. The fact remains that the Roman
Catholic Church has been the one that
has taken the greatest advantage of the
system. But there is not one word in
our Education Act of 1871 which in any
way limits the operation of the system of
Assisted Schools to the Roman Catholics,
or to any other creed or denomination,
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It is open to all to take advantage of it,
and to some extent—not to any large
extent, T admit—it hag been taken advan-
tage of by the Anglican Church. If it
has not been taken advantage of meore
largely by other denominations it is no
fault of the Act. I am of opinion, as I
have stated before, that the Assisted
Schools should not be allowed to unduly
interfere with our so-called Government
Schools. If I were Minister of Education,
I would not allow an Assisted School to
be established in a, place where it would
injure the Government School, or where
T thought there was no room for both;
but I certainly would allow it where
there was room for both schools. I
believe that has heen the principle
which has been generally adopted by
the present Minister of Education ; and
I believe it has been the principle adopted
ever since the Act has been in force. I
remember, myself, having been in the
Executive Council, years ago, when ap-
plications were made for the establish-
ment of Assisted Schools, and when those
applications were not supported by the
Central Board of Education, and the
Government refused to sanction their
establishment. T remember many in-
stances of that kind, and I do not know
of one instance in which the Government
of that day, or of this, has established an
Assisted School in a place where its
establishment has not been recommended
by the Central Board of BEducation. I
can say that, from my own experience. I
am of opinion, sir, that these Assisted
Scheols are Government Schools, and not
private schools. They are entirely under
the control of the State. They are not
allowed to use any books, or to carry out
any course of imstruction other than
what is approved by the Minister under
the by-laws or regulations framed under
the Act. There is no religion allowed to
be taught in any of these Assisted Schools
except during the hour set apart for that
purpose, and approved by the Minister.
Therefore, I say these Aasisted Schools
may be regarded as Government Schools,
rather than private or denominational
schools. These are my views with regard
to these schools. T say they are not de-
nominational schools in the sense that
gsome members who have spoken would
lead us to believe. They are State Schools
in the sense that they are under the con-
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trol of the State. Religion cannot he
taught in these schools any more than in
other State Schools, except with the ap-
proval of the Minister, and under the
same regulations. Then, again, on the
score of economy—though I don’t know
that this is a matter that should alto-
gether influence us in the considera-
tion of this question; it would not in.
fluence me unless I thought I was on the
wrong road—but, even on the score of
economy, there is certainly a great deal
to be said in favour of this Assisted
School system. The hon. member who
brought forward the motion has not said
it, but I may point out a few facts of
which, perhaps, members are not aware.
I have here some fgures——

Me. Srapsor: Who prepared them for
you?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I prepared them myself: I find that in
1893 (that is last year) the average attend.-
ance at what are ecalled Government
Schools was 3,088—I must admit it
is a rather poor attendance, but there
it igs—and that the cost to the colony
was £10,444. In the Assisted Schools
the average attendance was 1,587, and
the cost to the colony was £1,962. It
appears, therefore, from these figures—
and I must say I was surprised when
[ came to look into the matter to.day
—that about one-third of the average
number of children attending the schools
in this colony attend these Assisted
Schools, and that the cost to the State is
about one-fifth. This, mind you, does
not take into consideration the cost of
what T may call the permanent establish-
ment, which T may say is common to
both clagses of schools, and which
amounted last year to £1,568.

Mr. RavpeLn: What about the fees?

Tas PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) :
I am not looking at the fees: I don’t
know where they all go to. But it
appears from these statistics that it
costs the colony £10,444 to educate
3,088 children in the Government Schools,
and only £1,962 to educate 1,537
children to the same standard of
attainments in the Assisted Schools.
In other words, if all these children
were taught in the Assisted Schools, the
cost to the State would he about one-
third. TInstead of being £12,000 it would
have been £4,000. In addiiion to that,
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the Government have to build .their own
schools out of public funds, whereas the
Assisted School buildings are not a charge
upon the public funds. In the Loan
Act of 1893 there was a sum of £20,000
for the erection of schools, and in the
Estimates now before the House there is
a further sum of £9,000 for the same
purpose. In other words, the State has
tneurred, or proposes to incur, an expendi-
ture of £23,000 out of public fuunds for
the erection of new schools, which would
be all saved under the Assisted School
system. I think these statistics deserve
some consideration. It may interest
members to know the average number of
children that are attending the two classes
of schools in the principal towns of the
colony., The following figures deal with
the state of affairs during last year :—
In Perth there were five Assisted Schools
belonging to the Roman Catholics, with
an average aftendance of 526 scholars
(which included 53 orphanas); two Assisted
Schools under the Church of England,
with 106 scholars (including 25 orphans)
© —total 632. On the other hand, we had
three Government Schools in Perth, with
an average attendance of 462 scholars,
At Fremantle, including Beaconsfield,
there were five Government Schools, with
a total of 460 scholars, as against four
Assisted Schools, with 316 scholars, At
Albany 163 children attended the Govern-
ment Schools, and 160 attended the
Assisted Schools. At Bunbury the
numbers were—128 at the Government
Schools, and 56 at the Assisted Schools.
At Geraldton 97 attended the Govern-
ment Schools, and 94 attended the
Agsisted Schools, the numbers being
about equal. At Guildford 84 children
attended the Government Schools, and 60
the Assisted Schools. "At Newcastle the
number attending the Government Scheols
was 36, as compared with 49 attending
the Assisted Schools. Af Northam 73
children attended the Government Schools,
and 53 attended the Assisted Schools;
and at Northampton 18 pupils attended
the Government School, while 55 attended
the Assisted Schbools. There is a con-
siderable discrepancy at Northampton,

Mr. Simpson : Yes, and a lovely State
schoolmaster you sent there,

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I believe he was rather old-fashioned.
At York 119 children attended the
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(Government Schools, and 62 the Assisted
Schools in that town. It will be seen
from these figures that in the largest
towns of the colony, which I have
enumerated, the total number of children
attending the Government Schools at the
end of last year was 1,638, and 1,587
attending the Assisted Schools. There
were also 1,453 children who wereeducated
in Glovernment Schools, at places where
there were no Assisted Schools.

Mze. RanpELL: And in most cases they
cost from £4 to £5 per head, and in
gome cages more.

Tree PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) :
Yes, I must say, in fairness, that the
children educated in State Schools, where
there are no Assisted Schools, cost con-
siderably more, on the average. I was
8o informed by the Secretary to-day. 1
think anyone who looks at these figures
must come to the conclugion that it is not
the children of one denomination alone
who are being educated in the Assisted
Schools, when we find that the number
educated in these schools and in the
Government Schools are almost equal, in
the ten principal towns of the colony.
When we know the proportion of Roman
Catholics in the colony to the whole popu-
lation, it cannot be said for a moment
that it is only Roman Catholic children
who are being educated in these Assisted
Schools. The opinion I have formed is
that a good many other children must
attend these schools, or these figures
would not come out as they do; and I
think that is a matter that should not be
lost sight of. In addition to the figures I
bave quoted, of course a large number of
children attend private schools ? These
private schools are established in every
town of importance, and are attended
mainly by children belonging to the
wealthier classes of the community ; so
that it must not be supposed that the
figures 1 have guoted represent all the
children that are being educated in the
colony.

Mg. RanpeLL: There are about twenty
private schools in Perth.

Tee PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) :
They are neither Assisted nor Govern-
ment  Schools, but are supported by
private persons. There is ancther point
I should like to refer to, Itis not a new
opinion I have formed, but one I have
given expression to on more than omue
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occasion : while I agree with what the
hon. member for Perth has said with
regard to the desirability of encouraging
the rising generation of all creeds and
classes to grow up together in friendly
iotercourse in their young days, and to
continue the same friendly relations in
after life as they grow older, still T do not
think we want—I know I don't want—
to encourage anything in the shape of
what I call proselytising. I do not want
to offer any encouragement to any class
of people to proselytise or to win away
others from one religion to amother. If
one denomination desires to preserve its
identity, and to bring up its children in
its own particular faith, or its own parti-
eular tenets, I have no objection to its
doing so.

M=z. RavpeLL: So long as they pay
for it, and don’t ask the State to pay for
it.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not believe in compelling people to
allow their children to mix up with
others, and run the risk of being pro-
selytised, if they have a conscientious
objection to it. There is another con-
sideration, and it is 2 matter, perhaps,
of more importance than is generally
attached to it, and that is that the present
system encourages a spirit of emulation
and healthy rivalry between the two classes
of schools. It is very much the same as
with owr Churches., I have often thought
that, if we were all of one and the same
religion, or if in this great empire to
which we belong there was only one
Church, it would be pretty well a dead
Church. It would have very little vitality
about it. I believe it is a good thing for
us to have these divisions amongst us,
and that we should have our different
Churches or denominations,—that we
should have Chwrch of England people,
and Roman Catholic people. and Congre-
gationalists, and Wesleyans, and Presby-
terians, and other denominations, be-
cause I believe it creates a spirit of
healthy emulation amongst the various
Churches. I think it is the same with
education. I am afraid that if we relied
entirely upon the efforts of the State in
this direction, we should not have that
spirit of emulation and friendly rivalry
that now exists, and that we should soon
find ourselves falling into a rut, lagging
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with our educational system. I cannot
belp thinking that there is a good deal
to be gained by having this spint of emu-
lation between the Government Schools
and the Assisted Schools. I believe that
by having these two systems working
together we are doing a good deal to
encourage a wholesome spirit of rivalry,
one trying to outdo the other in showing
a better result, which I think cannot fail
to be advantageous. T know that every
year when we go to the annual examina.
tions or prize-givings at these schools, we
find this spirit of rivalry and competition,
and an eager desire to outdo each other,
a8 to which school shall show the most
satisfactory results. T lmow that every
year the managers of these Assisted
Schools in Perth invite those who hold
prominent positions in the community to
attend these school gatherings, and give
them every opportunity of observing the
result of their efforts in this direction.
They make guite a gala day of it, and the
greatest interest is taken in these anoual
exhibitions. Do you mean to tell me that
if there was none of this spirit of rivalry
and emulation, they would take all this
trouble? They might, perhaps, as single-
minded men, who have devoted their lives
to the work; but I think the feeling iz a
great deal encouraged by this spirit of
emulation T have referred to. I think it
part of our human nature that we seldom
do our very best unless we are put on our
mettle. Therefore, in my opinion, this
friendly rivalry and emulation between
the State Schools, carried on absolutely
under the control of the Government, and
the other class of schools carried on by
private individuals, but still carried on
under the control of the Govermment,
really works a great deal of good in the
community., One acts upon the other,
and I think, myself, it 18 a very good
thing to have a little rivalry.

Mgz. RawpeLr: Does that apply equally
to the Ministry and the Opposition ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I think so. If we had no Opposition we
might probably become more careless;
but a good vigorous Opposition helps to
put us on our mettle. It is the same in
every walk of life. The last argument
I will use in regard to this question
is, that the country haz not demanded
any change in the present system. The
question has been before the country,
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in a definite manner, since I made
my speech at Bunbury on the 23rd
May last, and announced the views of
the Govermmnent on the subject; but
I doubt if any member of this House
owes his election solely to the particular
views he holds on this guestion. It may
have influenced the election in ome or
two instances; but I do not believe there
is one member in this House who can say
he absolutely owes his election to the
views he holds on this very important
question. It was not made a test ques-
tion, either in the elections for this House
or the other House. The subject was
spoken about, certainly, by a few mem-
bers; but very few, I think, even touched
upon it. I say the country, at the late
general election, did not declare, at the
poll, that any change is necessary in the
present system of education. On the
contrary, I think we may fairly assume
that the people of the colony, taken as a
body, are satisfied with the system now
in force, and which has been in force
during the last twenty-three years. I
have now fully explained the reasons
which have actuated the Government in
this matter. We see no reason whatever
for making this change. The people have
not demanded it; they have not led us
to believe that they are dissatisfied with
the existing system. Therefore, 1 say,
we see no good reason why we should
alter the present state of affairs, exeept,
as I have said, by trying to improve it,
as we intend to do, by puftting more life
mnto it, and raising the standard, and
doing all we can to give the youth of the
colony, whether they attend the Govern-
ment Schools or Assisted Schools—both
being under the control of the State--as
good an education as it is possible for us
to do, under the circumstances.

Mr. CONNOR: I rise with some re-
luctance to speak on this ** perennial
question,” as it has been deseribed. I
am very sorry indeed it should be neces-
sary for me to get up in this House to
oppose this motion, becanse I do not
think there was any occasion for intre-
ducing it. As the Premier has very truly
said, the question has been definitely
before the public since May last. The
country has been appealed to, and the
country has definitely answered, “ We do
not want any chaoge” That is the
verdict of the country, as shown by the
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members which the country has returned
to this House. Even if the verdict of the
country had been a different one, and a
majority of members had been returned
to this House pledged to oppose the
present system, and to insist upon a
change in the direction proposed by this
motion, it would not have altered the fact
that a great injustice would be done to a
large section of the community, who have
what I may call a vested interest in the
present system of education, if the present
system were interfered with, When if ig
borne in mind that that section of the
community which avails itself of the
benefits which the present system confers,
represents one-fourth, or very nearly one-
third, of the population, and contributes
to the public Treaswry of the colony
nearly one-third of the revenue paid into
it, let us ask ourselves what would be the
result if this grant were wiped away?
The result would be this: nearly one-
third of the population of the colony
would be unable to avail themselves of
the benefits of the system of education
offered by the State, while at the same
time they would be ecompelled to con-
tribute nearly one-third of the revenue
expended by the State in providing
the rest of the community with ednea-
tion for their children. They would
have to tax themselves to pay for
that which they could not themselves
enjoy, and they would have to further
tax themselves to provide education for
their own children; because I do not
mind stating here, that conscientiously
the members of our Church cannot and
will not—[M=. Rawperr: That's it;
“will not’]—avail themselves of any
system under which they would be de-
barred from teaching their children in
the way they have been brought up
themselves. That is my primary object
in getting up to speak on this subject.
I am sorry I should have to speak at all.
I am not here to represent the Chureh I
belong to, but to express my own indepen-
dent opinion as a mewmber of the House;
and T have oo wish to introduce any
spirtt of bigotry into the debate, al-
though I am afraid other members may
insist on doing so, as was done on a
former occaston, when another motion
was brought forward by the same hon.
member. T wigh, first of all, to compli-
ment the Premier wpon not allowing
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himself to be led away in this matter, by
some members of the House, to forget
the promise he made when he announced
the &olicy of the Government, in his
speech at Bumbury, when he publicly
stated that the present Ministry are dis-
tinetly in favour of the present systen of
eduecation. I am pleased to be able fo
compliment the hon. gentleman upon
his—I won’t say pluck, but his con-
sistency, in maintaining the same attitude
towards this question to-night as he did
at Bunbury in May last. As I have said,
this is not the first time the hon. member
for Geraldton has brought this matter
before the House. Last session he gave
us some statistics which he tried to make
use of, unfairly I think, against that
section of the commmnity which this
motion iz intended to strike at. He made
reference to the inmates of our gaols, and
our asylums I think; and ssid that,
practically, all the gaols and asylums in
this colony were filled with Roman
Catholics.

Me. Simpson: Mr. Speaker—I chal-
lenge the hon. member, or any man in the
country, to produce any proof that such
a statement ever fell from my lips.

Mre. CONNOR : Later on I shall show
that the hon. member said so m this
House. It was only last might that I
read 1t in Hansard. 1 think, sir, that is
a very bad spirit to introduce into this
debate ; it is not calculated te produce
peace and harmony in any commumty,
and the hon. member knows it is a gross
likel upon that section of the conmunity
against which it was directed. I think
it is rather late in the day, and very bad
form to say the least of it, to attempt to
introduce bigotry and hatred, and dis-
tinetion of class or creed, into discussions
of this kind. There can be no doubt
that the object at the bottom of this
resolution is to introduce into this colony
the system of free, secular, and com-
pulsory education. T think the hon.
member has been a little inconsistent
in this matter. Iast year, when the
Elementary Education Act was amended,
the hon. member moved an amendment
in one clause, providing that any minister
might enter any Assisted School, as well
as the Government Schools, to teach
religion. That seems rather inconsistent.
If his object is to introduce the free,
secular, and compulsory system, why not
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say so? DBut seeing that the country
will not have it, he brings in this motion
in order to strike at the Assisted Schools.
It shows it is only a question of expedi-
ency with him. Tt is not a question of
principle at all. The hon. member is
actuated by a spirit which should not be
mtroduced mto this House, and which I
will not call by its proper name. I think
it is about time the hon, member finished
with this guestion, and not make a “ pe-
rennial ” question of it, stirring up strife
and bad feeling to no purpose. I think
he ought to be satisfied when it is pro-
vided that any minister of religion may
go to any school and teach religion to the
childreun of his own denomination. The
hon. member said something about all the
newspapers, except one, being in favour of
hig motion. I know it so happens that
those who are at the head of these newa-
papers are all on one side, and that, there-
fore, there is not much chance of justice
being shown to the other side except from
one poor unfortunate little paper, which
has been stigmatised here to-night by
both of the members who have spoken in
support of this motion.

Mr. RanperL: I never made allusion
to any paper.

M=. IC}a(.)N'NOR: As the Premier said
last session—"The country has never in
any way signified its wish that the law of
the land, which has existed over twenty
years as regards these Assisted Schools,
should be interfered with.” Now I come
to the crucial question of the cost and the
result of the present system. If we take
the cost to the country of the Assisted
Schools as compared with the Govern-
ment Schools, and if we take the reaults
as given to us by the Inspector, in pro-
portion to the cost, I do not think any
member of this House will dispute that
the comparison is altogether in favour of
the Assisted Schools, and that on the score
of economy there is no reason whatever
why the present system should not be
perpetusted. The cost of the Assisted
Schools, se far as the country is con-
cerned, is not more than ene-fourth the
cost of the State Schools, while the
educational results, if not better, are
equally as good. Why then should
we disturb the present system¥ TIf we
can get the very same article, of equal
quality, at a less price, swrely it would
be a foolish thing on our part to re-



Asgisted Schools :

fuse it.
seems to be the opinion of everyone thai
it is the duty of the Government or the
State to educate its children—if they can
get them educated as well in one class of
school for one.fourth what they can get
them educated in another class of school,
surely to goodness it would be bad states-
mansghip on the part of the Government
to do away with the schools that give
them equally goed results at one-fourth
the cost. OUne great argument put for-
ward by those who are opposed to this
duoal system is that the Assisted Schools
compete with the Government Schools.
It scems to we, as the Premier has pointed
out, that is a good argument in favour of
the system. Compstition, we know, is
the soul of trade; and I do not sce what
objection there ean be to it in this school
business. Then as to the efficiency of
the teachers; I think members will agree
with me that the teachers in the Roman
Catholic Schools are quite as efficient as
those in the State Schools. Take the
Christian Brothers, for example, or the
nuns of the various orders that devate
themselves to teaching. We know they
are ladies and gentlemen who are well
educated, well trained, well bred, and who
devote their lives entirely to the work of
training and educating the young. I do
not think anyone will venture to say that
the teachers in our Government Schools,
10 matter what their qualifications may
be, are any better qualified for their work
than the teachers in the Catholic Schools.
I have referred to the Christian Brothers,
and I should like here to draw a com-
parison between the way the members of
this order are treated by the Government
in the old country, where we generally laok
for our good examples, and the way they
have been treated by the Government
here. T notice by this morning’s paper
that Mr. John Morley, the Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, has allowed the Christian
Brothers to use their own books in Irish
schools receiving State aid ; whereas the
Minister of Education has dented them
the same privilege in this colony, and
told them if they used their books in the
schools here they would not get the
grant. I mention this to show the dis-
tinction between the action of Mr. John
Morley and the action of our own
Minister of Education, who has told the
Christian Brothers that they must give
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up their books or do without State aid
at all, whereas in Ireland they are
allowed to use them. -

Me. Ravpeir: I am inclined to think
that statement of the case is a little
warped.

Me. CONNOR: I do not think I am
wrong, sir. That is what I have been
informed ; and, if it is so, all I can say
is it casts a serious reflection upon the
liberality of this country. We are sup-
posed to live in a free country, and if our
conscience forbids us to accept State aid,
if attended with conditions that violate
our couscience, why should we be bound
to contribute our quota towards the
support of a system which we cannot
accept ourselves? 1 would warn the
hon. member for Geraldton that, possibly,
the time may not be far distant when the
people who support these Assisted Schools
will claim what is their just due, as a
matter of right, and that is one-fourth or
one-third (or something between the
two) of this education grant, instead of
what they are now receiving. TUntil
they receive this proportion, I maintain
they are labouring under an injustice,
Therefore, I think the hon. member's
mwotion is in the wrong direction alto-
gether. I am referring now to their
just claims, as forming one-third or oue-
fourth (whatever it may be) of the
population of the colony, and contributing
in that proportion to the revenue of the
colony. Personally, escept as a matter
of principle, I do not think the grant is
worth all this fuss that is made about it,
and, if T bud my way, I think I would
be inclined to chuck it up. But there is
a principle involved, and I defy any
member to say it is not a just principle.
The hon. member hag alluded to New
Sonth Wales. I do not think his travels
have extended wmuch beyond New South
Wales and Western Australia; but I
may ioform the House that I was in-
formed by some of the leading politicians
in New Bouth Wules that their views
were in favour of the old system of
education in force in that celony rather
than the present one. I know that in
New Zealand the cry is that they are
paying toc much for their education
gystem, and that the results are not so
good as when they had the Assisted
School system as we have it here. Itis
bardly necessary for me to say I shall
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vote against this motion. I hope the hon.
member will have better sense than to
knock his head against this particular
fad again ; it is about the only fad which,
perhaps, he has, and the sooner he drops
it the better. That is my advice to him.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I have listened
with some attention to the speech of the
hon. member for Bast Kimberley (Mr.
Connor), in which he warned this House
that the day is not far distant when the
religious body to which he belongs will
claim their full third of the money now
voted for educational purposes.

Mze. Covvor: I didu't say that; I
said they might do so.

Mge. ILLINGWORTH.: If that is the
argument intended to be used in this
House to induce us to vote against tbis
motion, 21l I can say is, if anything were
wanted to confirm my intention to sup-
port the motion, that argument would
supply it. If this vote is to increase
from year to year, and if the claim of
this body is to be one of right, based
upon the number of the population, then
it is time we should set our faces stead-
fastly against it, and once and for all to
sweep it from the statute book. Some
very strange things have been uttered to-
night, or things which appear strange to
-me. I thought verily I had escaped from
this contest when I came to this colony.
I have been mixed up with it for some.
thing like 30 years elsewhere. I have
attended these denominational schools,
and I have been present at nearly all the
discussions that took place on this ques-
tion in another coleny, and I lived in
Victoria to see the day when the highest
system of State education that exists in
the world was placed on the statute book
of that colony. (Dissent.) I challenge
this House, or any member in it, to pro-
duce an example of a higher standard of
State School education than is provided
under the Victorian system of free, secular,
and compulsory education. If, then, it
be merely a guestion of efficiency, and
the system is to be judged by that test,
the system adopted in Victoria fulfils the
required condition. But what is the
question now before us, when we come
really to face it? It comes distinctly to
this: a certain section of the community,
reference to which has been so frequently
heard, and heard again to-night, will not
--I say will not—[Mz. Connor: They
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simply do not] accept the provision
which the State makes for the education
of its children. Why will they not ¥

TrE CoMMissioNER oF CrROWN Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : They do accept
it, as the Act provides.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The hon.
member for East Kimberley says they
do not, and we know that in many places
they will not. If this be not trae, why
ig there a necessity for the two kinds of
schools to-day ?

Tae CoMmrssioNER oF CRowN Lanbps
(Hon. W, E. Marmion): Because the
law of the land permits it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : * Because the
law of the Jand permits it.” The law of
the land permits two classes of schools
to exist: are they the same, or do they
differ ? TIf they are the same, what kind
of reason for objection iz there to this
motion ¥ If they differ, what is the basis
of the difference? The basis of the
difference, as members know full well,
is not education, but religion. The
principle which lies at the bottom of the
whole question is not the question of
education, but the question of religion;
and it is for the members of this House
to say whether they are going to mix
themselves with the interminable diffi-
culty of sectarian systems, or whether they
decline to do so. There is a duty resting
upon the Btate to educate its children,
but there is no duty resting upon the
State, as such, to give religious instrue.
tion to its children. Religious instrue-
tion should come from the parents of the
childeen, and from religious teachers
who possess the spiritual qualification to
impart it. It is no part of the State's
duty to teach religion ; and, if the State
undertakes the education of its children,
it is sufficient that it should educate
them to the extent of their secular
requirementa. Of course, I am prepared
to admit — and, more than that, I
emphasise it in the fullest possible way
—that no child is properly edacated who
is not religinusly educated, and that the
child who is merely educated in the
commeon standards of education is likely,
if evil disposed and without religious
training, to become a more dangerous
man than the uneducated child. While
admitting that, I say it is not the duty
of the State, as the State, to give its
children a religious education ; the State
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does not possess the power or the qualifi- |
cation to do so. It canpot qualify its
teachers in religion, because the qualifica-
tion is not within their reach. It cannot
make men religious, and it cannot insist
upon having religious teachers in its
schools. When once the State proposes
to deal with the question of religion it
deals with something which is, unfor-
tunately, beyond its influence and control.
I have been surprised—not because it is
new, for we have heard it before—but
I have been a little surprised to hear
the Premier of this colony quoting the
sectarian differences of Churches as an
essential condition of the success and
vitality of the Churches, and arguing
from that premiss that the same kind
of rivalry is useful and advantageous in
connection with our educational system,
As to the result of the dissensions between
the various branches of the Christian
Churches, I should like to quote no less
an authority than the late Hon. George
Higinbotham,

Ax How. MEmBeEr: Who?

Tae CommissioNse oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Where does he
come in a8 an authority ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : These inter-
jections simply show that those who make
them are not acquainted with Australian
history. The greatest man who ever
stood on Australian soil, without any
exception, was the Hon. George Higin-
botham. True, he was not associated
with any religicus denomination, and
he was a man who was considered by
sectarian Churches as being outside the
pale of those Churches, yet no man in his
private life was more distinctly religious
than George Higinbotham, or who was
more strongly imbued with the moral
principles of righteousness; and no
Judge ever sat on the bench whose
decisions were more distinetly revered.
If bon. members did not know any-
thing about George Higinbotham before,
they do now. T wil now come to
the point I was coming to, and it is
this: George Higinbotham, on a certain
occasion, made use of this expression:
“ Christianity has been in the world for
18 centuries, but the religion of Christ
has yet to be tried.” I will repeat it, for
I would like the House to grasp what is

[8 Oer.,

involved in it: * Christianity has been in
the world for 18 centuries, but the religion !
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of Christ has yet to be tried.” And
why 7 Because the religion of Christ
has been split up by sectarian differences,
and never had a fair chance in the world
yet. And yet that is the very argument
gravely put before this House, by the
Premier of this colony, in support of the
present dual system of education. These
little petty rivalries and competition
between Christian Churches, these little
sectarian differences — which, after all,
simply resolve themselves into this, that
one half of humanity, in attempting its
religious development, is fighting against
the other half — this petty spint of
rivalry and competition between Chris-
tian Churches, is the argunment deliber-
ately put forward by the Premier in
support of the educational system of the
colony. I say it has caused me some
little surprise. Then we come to the
question of cost. The Premier has prac-
tically admitted that the Assisted Schools
confine their operations to the Jarge
centres of population; and we all know
how much easier it iz and how much less:
expensive, comparatively, to work a
school where the population is large, and
the number of children attending school
is necessarily larger than in the rural
districts. On the other band the State
Schools are scattered abeut the country,
in places where the attendance is small,
and the cost to the State of maintaining
these schools must necessarily be larger.
But, lying behind this, how comes it that
education in the Assisted School is so
much cheaper ¥ Now, all honour and all
praise, I say, to the devoted men and
women who counscientiously devote their
lives to the education of the children that
come under their control. No one in
this House respects more than I do the
energy, the comscientiousness, the in-
tegrity, the righteousness, and the stand-
ard of education set up by this devoted
band of men and womeun. But the ques-
tion we bave to consider now is this: is
it possible for the State, who has to
depend upon such paid teachers as it can
obtain, to compete in its educational
system, so far as the question of cost
is concerned, with (for imstance) the
Christian Brothers, who are supported and
maintained altogether apart from any
funds derived from the school system ?
Or is it possible for ns to compete with
schools conducted by nuns, whe are

955
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sustained from funds received from other
sources entirely? If persons choose to
withdraw themselves, as they do, from
their seeular callings, and devote them-
selves to educational work, we say all
praise to them ; but what has the State
to do with the question? Do these
people do it—let those who have advo-
cated this course answer—do they do it
in the cause of education, or do they do
it in the cause of religion ?

Tae CommissionEr oF CROWN Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Both.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Then if they
do it in the interest of both, why should
they not be just as willing to give their
assistance in other schools where religious
instruction is not obtained ?

TeE ConmrissioNer oF CrowN Lanps
(Hen, W. E. Marmion): Because their
services would not be accepted.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I know some-
thing about this subject. We have seen
it before, in other places. Members know
as well as I do that what is at the bottom
of it all is the question of religion, and not
of education. Were it not for the con-
sicentious objection—and I respect their
consciences ; were it not for the religious
phase of the question—and I respect
every man who honours his religion;
were it vot For these considerations the
opposition to the abolition of thig dual
system of education would fall to the
ground. But, if we are to carry it to its
logical conclusion, where is it to end?
Suppose I chose to secrete myself from
the rest of the community, and start some
sect or system of my own, be it Mormonism
or Shakerism, or any other “ism,”—is it
sufficient for me to say that I have a con-
scientious objection to accept the educa-
tion provided by the State, to entitle me
to receive separate State aid to support
me in teaching the tenets of my own
particular religion? It simply comes to
that,—we have to sustain schools for the
specific purpose of perpetuating a differ-
ence in religions faith. That is very
good, so far as it: goes; for a man who has
religious convictions is justified in hold-
ing those convictions, and we must respect
him for refusing to alter his convictions,
except for sufficient reasons. But, when
you introduce religion into questions of
State policy, when you bring your re-
ligion into the political arena, you de-
grade your religion directly. Most of the
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evils (sowe more than others) that have
come into this world, right down from the
time of the introduction of Christianity
into the world wp to the present date,
have arisen from the mingling of Church
and State. I must vote for this motion
before the House. Itis not exactly what
I would have liked to see; it does not gu
far enough. As I have said, I believe
the State should give every child an
education, and that education should be
absolutely free to every child. If it is
free, pecessarily it must be compulsory;
and these two things are reversible, if it
is compulsory it must be free. And,
because all persons should be in a position
to be able to accept it without violating
their religious convictions, it must neces-
sarily be secular. If there are persons in
thie country or any other country who de-
gire to specifically teach their own re-
ligious views, they are perfectly free to
do so, but not to agk this House or any
other House to assist them in doing it.
As soon as the State mixzes itself up with
these religious questions, it destroys its
own ends, and injures the very cause it
proposes to help. .

Mze. RICHARDSON: I do not know
that there 18 any reason why members
should give a silent vote on this question,
if it is only just a few words to set forth
the reusons why we intend to vote for or
againgt it. I take particular note of the
tenour of the motion, and I find that
the crux of it iz contained in the two
words “further extend,”’—that is, whether
the present system should be further
extended. Whether the motion goes far
enough is a matter of opinion, and I
cannot enter into that quesiton at present.
The motion as it stands affirms that “it
ig undesirable to further extend the system
of State aid to Assisted Schools”; there-
fore, I take it that anyone who votes
against the motion votes for what is
tantamount to saying that it shall
be further extended. I see no get-
ting out of thats If we cannot affirm
that it is not desirable to further extend
the present system, we simply mean to
affirm that it is desirable to further extend
it. I think it is well for the House to
consider that point seriously, not only as
it affects the present, but also the future,
for we are not dealing alone with the
present, hut the further extension of the
present system. Whatever opinions we
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may entertain about interfering with
vested interests, and however undesirable
we may deem it to treat any section of
the community unfairly, or withdrawing
© what they have been accustomed to rely
upon, il is quite ancther question to say
that this assistance shall go on increas-
ing. In my opinion it shounid not be
further increased. That is my view, and
for this reason,—not as the hon. member
for Nannine has very justly observed,
that it is a wrong principle to introduce
the religions question into the matter,
but on other grounds altogether, more
on what the Commissioner of Ruilways
wouid call commercial principles. I look
upon this assistance to denominational
schools in the light 6f affording protec.
tion to a class of schools which cannot
be regarded as otherwise than inimical
to the success of our BState Schools.
Whatever opinions we may have on this
question, I think that as legislators, and
in the interests of the State, we are
bound to consider the condition and
status of the State Schools, and it appears
to me that at present these schools are
getéing a little the worst of it. With
reference to the Premier’s speech on the
question, although he makes able speeches
on political points and generally holds
sound views, yet, when it comnes to ques-
tions of theology, I am afraid he gets a
little adrift. He expressed the opinion
thal the rivalries, and jealousies, and the
schisms that have entered into the
Churches is a healthy spirit, and that it
is & good thing to introduce it into our
educational system, as well as into reli-
gion.
what contrary to what we are taught
in a certain book, and the injunction of
the great Apostle to “mark them who
cause divisions amongst you, and have
no company with them.” The Premier
also told us he was not prepared to
revolutionise the present system, which
he says is open to all who choose to avail
themselves of it; and he further em-
phasised that remark by stating that the
Assisted Schools are not denominational,
and that no religion is necessarily taught
in them, If that is so, what is the object
of them ? What are they established
for? Why do they exist at all? If no
religion can be taught in these schools—

Tae Pzemier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Bxcept at a certain hour, I said.

[8 Ocr., 1894.]

I imagine that contention is some-’

State Aid to. 957

Mr. RICHARDSON : If religion can
only be taught in them at a certain hour,
like any other school, and if they are not
denominational, I am at a loss to under-
stand why there should be any preference
on the purt of any section of the com-
munity for these Assisted Schools any
more than for the State Schools. But is
the Premier in a position to answer that
there is no such thing as religion taught
in these schools except at a certain hour
of the day? If he is, well and good.

The hon. gentleman also deprecates the

idea of proselytising; he says he does not
wish to see any attempts made to prosely-
tise people. Will he also undertake to
say that there is no such thing as pro-
selytising in these Assisted Schools ?

Taz CommissioNER oF CrowN LaNDs
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): No, there isn’t.
The hon. member cannot produce a single
instance of it.

Mz. Srmpson: He asked the Premier,
not you.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, I asked
the Premier if he could give us that assur-
ance. J think we all, as sensible men,
must recognise the importance of educa-
tion in any civilised country, and especi-
ally in young countries. I do not hold
with those who say we can educate our
children too much, or that education m
itself is a bad thing for any chill. We
all must recognise that to educate its
children is one of the most important
things a State can do; and anvone who
says it is not a reproductive work cannot
have given the subject much thought.
Will anyone venture to assert that the
triumphs of science, and skill, and inven-
tion, the trinmphs of steam and electri-
city, and the triumphs of civilisation

nerally, are not due to education; or
that kuowledge is not power? I do not
suppose anybody would be so bold as to
dispute it, or to deny that to educate its
young is among the paramount duties of
any civilised State. The next step to that
is to secure the greatest state of efficiency
in our State Schools, and the question for
us to consider is how that can be best
accomplished. 1 maintain emphatically
that no one dare get up and state that the
best way to accomplish it is to keep up a
dual system, ome in opposition to the
other. Looking at the question in a
disinterested way, without reference to
any religious element, looking the thing
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straight in the face, we must be forced .

to the conclusion that it is not in the
interests of our State Schools that the
present dual system should be extended.
I think that is the broadest ground we
can put it on, free from all sectarian
considerations, and that is the ground I
wish to take my stand upon in voting for
this motion—thal it is not in the interest
of our State Schools that the dual system
should be maintained, and that we should
subsidise other schools to compete against
our own State Schools. For that reason
I bhave much pleasure in supporting the
resolution.

Mz, WOOD: The motion of the hon.
member for Geraldton is of peculiar and
particular interest to those members who
represent the three electorates of Perth,
because at the recent election the whole
contest, I may say, turned upon the edu-
cation question, and the discontinuance
of the present system of State aid to
Assisted Schools. I myself, was returned
to this House pledged to vote against this
grant, and I am here to-night to redeem
that pledge. I do so on the ground that
I consider it an injustice to place this
burden upon the general body of tax-
payers. I submit that the State has no
right to subsidise eduecation outside its
own schools. Tt owes no duty to any par-
ticular section of the community to subsi-
dise the schuols of that particular section
in opposition to its own institutions. T
do not for a moment say that the Assisted
Schools are not doing good work ; I think
it would be discreditable to those con-
nected with them were it otherwise. But
the work isin one direction only, and that
a very limited one. The present Educa-
tion Act was passed 23 years ago, when
the circumstances of the colony were very
different. from what they are now, and 1t
was framed in the interests of one
section of the community only. It is
a matter of surprise to wme that our
public men have let it rest so long, be-
cause to my mind the dual system has
been in force twenty years longer than
it should have heen. It has been sup-
ported by a majority of the community
who had no sympathy whatever with the
system. But, with the introduction of
Responsible Government and free institu-
tions, I hope the abolition of the grant
is within measurable distance, and within
the range of practicad politics. The
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amount placed on the Estimates for
1894-5, for these Assisted Schools, is
£4,000, and out of that sum not more
than #£1,000 will be contributed by those
who reap the direct benefit of the grant; -
the balance will bave to be proviged by

taxpayers who have no sympathy with
such a narrow systemn. I do not want to
say anything to-night to add fuel to this
debate; nor is this the time to suggest
what particolar system should be pursued
in our State Schools, because that does
not come within the scope of this motion,
which deals with a direct subject in a
direct manner. [Mr. Morax: Give us
a bit of argument.] Avgament is of no
use with the hon. member. I shall
cordially support the motion, as I consider
the time has arrived for doing away with
a system that to a majority of the cowm-
munity is obnoxious in itself, vicipus in
principle, unjust and one-sided, because
it is in the interests of the few against
the interests of the many.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E, Marmion): Tt is
not my intention to say very much on this
question, because I have come to the
conelusion (as one hon. member has just
said) that argument is of no use, when
members have made up their minds,
right or wrong, to support a proposi-
tion such as that now before us. That
is my opinion; no argument that I
could use would alter a single vote
within this Chamnber, and therefore it is
not. wmy intention to waste any rhetori-
cal powers I may possess upon minds
that I know are not open to argu-
ment, and whom nothing could swerve
from the path they set themselves to
walk in when they entered this cham-
ber this evening. It appears to me
that in dealing with the motion now
before us, members who have spoken have
gone g little bit astray. I admit there is
an excuse for it, because the motion itself
is one which it is difficult to deal with
without also dealing with the larger
question involved. The motion simply
affirms the undesirability of further ex-
tending the existing system; it is not
intended, at this stage at all events, to
wipe away the system, though of course
members in dealing with it have dealt
with the whole question, and those who
have attacked it have aimed some sledge-
bhammer strokes at the Act itself. It
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seems to me, putting it in very few words,
that what the hon. member who brought
forward this motion should have done, if
he is in earnest, was to have moved an
amendment in the Education Act. Had
be done that, there would at any rate
have been some sense and some point in
his motion, bevause the proposed amend-
ment would have indicated to members
and the country what the hon. member
really aimed at. But the hon. member
had not the courage to do that. He
therefore simply suggests that the prin-
ciple of assisting a certain class of schools
should not be further extended. Of
course the hon. member knows perfectly
well—no one better than he does, or, if
he does not know, I shall tell him—
that so long as the present Act remains
in force in 1ts present form no resolution
of thiz= House could prevent the Gov-
ermment from continuing that meed
of assistance to these schools which
that Act provides shall be given them.
He knows perfectly well that no resolu-
tion of this House would capsize an Act
of Parliament; and, why has he not the
courage of his convictions (if he has any),
and attack the Act itself, and ask for an
amendment of it? I will tell him why.
Because he kmows he has not the slightest
chance of getting a majority to support
him. He knows very well that the
majority of members returned to this
House have been returned almost pledged
to their constituents that there shall be
no material alteration made in the ex-
isting Act. [SEvErRaL MEmMBERS: No.]
I say the majority are pledged.

Mgr. MoneeR: No; not pledged either
way. Don't try to Lind us down,

Tas COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): My
hon. friend the member for Geraldton—
honourable in most things but one or
two—says that almost all the newspapers
of the colony have given their support to
the principle which he has enunciated
here this evening. Possibly it may be
50. I am not surprised at that, because
I think that, as a general rule, when one
of them sounds the trumpet, the rest
follow, ag a matter of course. That has
been the result of my observation. It is
5o in this particular instance. One par-
ticular journal has sounded the trumpet,
and the others have followed as a matter
of course.
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Mg. A. ForresT: Which one is that ?
Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): He

knows ; and the hon. member knows very

well. Had it not been for a certain hon.
gentleman in another place, who happens
to be connected with a certain newpaper
in this colony, this question would never
have come to the front as it has; and
that hon. gentleman has been seconded
in his efforts in this direction by the
mover of this resolution. But I do
not think the country has much to
thauk them for. I am perfectly sure
this Assembly has nothing to thank

them for, because they have stirred up a

question which, if persisted in, will bring

nothing but discord and strife amongst

a community where peace and harmony

have prevailed for the last three.and.

twenty years. The hon. member for

Geraldton, in the course of bis vemarks,

referred to Father Bourke, and, after

paying him some specious compliments,
indulged in some rather iromical and
satirical remarks about * conscientious
and suggested that somne
people’s consciences were to be found
in their breeches’ pocket. When I heard
that remark, I wondered where the hon.
member’s own conscience—if he has one,
which T doubt—is located. It strikes
me, if we came to make a search for it,
we should be more likely to find it in the
neighbourbood of his breeches’ pocket
than in any part of his internal economy.

The hon. member also succeeded in bring-

ing in another reference; it was done

very nicely, very politely, very suavely, as
the houn. member generally does these
things. He referred to what he called

*priestly influence,” and would have us

believe that there iz something very

subtle, if not very sinister, about this
kind of influence. He knew very well he
was only endeavouring to appeal to what-
ever little bit of bigoted feeling there
might happen to be in the minds of any
hon. member lstening to him. I believe,
wyself, the hon. member was unsuceessful
in his appeal, and that most of those
present are not susceptible to such
appeals, and are not to be hoodwinked
by such transparent little dodges as that.

What, after all, is the true meaning of

the expression ‘‘ priestly influence” ?

Priestly influences, sir, are those influ-

ences that are brought to bear by the
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ministers of the various denominations of
the Christian Church upon the tender
minds of the young, in their efforts to
train them up so that they may become
good and useful citizens in after life.
Mer. Simpson : Did you ever have any ?
Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I am

afraid the hon. member never had any.

My friend, the hon. member for Nau-

niane
Mg. Srapson : Oh, let him alone!
Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W, E. Mavnion): No; I

think I must give him a little bit of |

touching up, too. The hon. memhber al-
luded to the amalgamation of schools.
Amalgamation is a very nice word, and
being a  goldficlds member, I do not
wonder at the hon. member using it.

Mg. [LLiNoworTH : I never used the
word.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon, W. B. Marmion): I beg
his pardon, he did; the * amalgamation
of schools” —1 took his words dowun.
This means, if it means anything, that,
assuming an Act were passed to-morrow
to amend the present law and to deprive
the Assisted Schools of that small meed
of assistance which some hon. members
begrudge them, those schools would be
amalgamated with the State Schools, and
that the children attending them would
be immediately drafted off to attend the
State Schools. [f that is the hon. mem-
ber's idea I can assure him it is a mis-
taken one, and he knows it too, and the
hon. member for Geraldton knows it.
That is where the injustice comesin. The

hon. member knows perfectly well that if -

the Government grant to Assisted Schools
—1I am speaking now more particularly
of Roman Catholic Schools—were with-
drawn to-morrow, whether the amount of
that grant be £4,000 or £10,000, its with-
drawal would not have the result of closing
a single school. These schools would still
- be supported by those who now at great
sacrifice help to supportthem. The sacri-
fice which these people are making, and
prepared to make, for conscience sake—
I know many here are prepared to sneer at
congcience —would still he continued for
conscience sake no matter whatthe sacrifice
might be. But what about the injustice in-
flicted ? Does the hon. member not think
3t would be an injustice to deprive these
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people of the little assistance they bave
been receiving for so many years, and
compel them to support their schools
entirely at their own expense, and receive
nothing out of the taxes they contribute
to the public revenue ¥ Would that he
a fair thing to do? The hon. member
is very fond of talking of * might”
against “right”” I ask him what does
he think that would be ¥ While the Act
is in existence the provisions of it must
be carried into effect, and why should
not this assistance, which the schools
are entitled to under it, be extended r
Somebody has asked what is to become
of the State Schools if this duval system
(as they call it) is to be continued or
extended ¥ I ask, what becomes of the
State Schools now ?  And what difference
will it make to the State Schools if this
mation were carried ? I have told him—
and he knows it well himself —that hardly
u child now attending these Assisted
Schools would be sent to & State School;
how, then, ave those schools going to be
benefited if this motion were carried?
As I have pointed out, it would increase
the sacrifice which the friends and sup-
porters of the Assisted Schools would have
to make, but it would not benefit the
State Schools, about which the hon, mem-
ber is so solicitous, one whit. 1 venture
to say that, if the present system were
abolished to-morrow, the State Schools
throughout the colony would not gain
fifty scholars. It has been argued, in a
specious kind of way, that the adoption
of this resolution would inflict no hard-
ship upon the present schools. It is true
it would take away nothing that at present
exists, unless a, resolution of this House
is to override an Act of Parliament;
and the only hardship it could do would
be to interfere with the establishment of
Assisted Schools in the future. Even
then this resolution would have no effect,
in itself, inasmuch asg the law of the land
provides that these schools are to be
assisted from State funds. The hon.
member for Perth (Mr. Randell) says
the motion i3 a very moderate one. I am
not prepared to say it might not have
been very much less moderate. But the
hon. member went on to say that the
State system was intended for the « free
citizens of a free commonwealth,” imply-
ing that the present system is not a
system for the *free citizens of a free
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commonwealth.” I ask him, does he not
regard our great mother country as a
free country? Are the people of Great
Britain and Treland not free people?
[Ax How. MEueER: What about Home
Rule¥] 'This has nothing to do with
Home Rule. This question does not
trouble Home Rulers. The system in
force in this colony is founded upon the
English system that was brought into
force about the time our own Act was
- brought into forte—Forster’s Act: and
I believe that Act, or something very
similar to it, is still in existence, as it is
here.  Therefore it is nonsense o say
it is not o system suvitable for a free
vonntry, and that argument falls to the
ground.

Mr. Rawpernsn: I never used it.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. LK. Marmion): Then
as to the question of the relative cost of
the two classes of schools. I may here
poiut out that although they are veferred
tn as State Schoels and Assisted Schools,
they are both virtnally Siate Schools.
The only distinction is that one costs the
State one-half what the other does, and
atill provides as good a standard of educa-
tion. That's the distinetion. We often
hear members within the walls of this
House preacbing economy, and urging
upen the Government to get their work
done as cheaply and economically as
possible. Some members are never tired
of preaching that doctrine. Let usapply
it to this question of education. If an
article of equal quality in every respect
can be supplied for half the money, sursly
the State should accept it, and it is in
the interests of the publie that it should
do so. T have bad a great deal to do
with the working of the Education Act
in this colony, having been a member of
the Central Board from the date of its
formation in 1871, and I sat as a member
of that Board for over tweuty years;
therefore I claim to know something
about what I am talking about. Now, it
is a fuct, which no one attempts to deny,
that the quality of the education given in
the Assisted Schools is at least equal to
that given in the State Schoola. T beligve,
myself—and I do not say it becanse I
happen to belong to the religious com-
munity which is particularly interested
" in this question—1L believe that in some
of the Assisted Schools the education
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imparted is much better and of a much
higher standard than in some of the State
Schools, That is my opinion. No one,
as I have said, urges that it is not fully
equal to the quality of the education
given in our State Schools. That being
the case, I should like to kunow on what
ground—certainly not that of economy—
it can be said that the State should do
away with these Assisted Schools, which
provide those who attend them with
education equal in all rvespects to that
provided by the State Schools, and at
certainly less than one-half the cost—I
may say very little over ome-thind the
cost. While the children educated in
the Government Schools are costing the
State at the average rate of about £3 10s.
per head, children attending the Assisted
Schools are not costing the State more
than an average of about £1 7s. 6d. per
head, although they receive an equally
good education, to say the least, of it, as
shown by the veports of the Inspectors,
As to my hon. friend, the member for
Nannine, we know there is no place
in the world like Victoria, in his esti-
mation; and of course their State gystem
of education, like everything else, is
the highest and best in the world. The
hon. member also favoured us with a
quotation from the sayings of a man of
considerable notability, and no doubt a
great man, who enee lived in that colony,
but who T believe is now dead and gone.
Amongst other things the hon. member
told us that this great mnan held no re-
ligious convictions—members will bear
that in mind, he was without any re.
ligious convictions whatever—and that he
was a man who was looked upon as being
outside the pale of the Churches. Then
the hon. member indulged in some high-
flown eulogiums about thizs great man’s
moral virtues. For my part, I helieve in
a man having some religious convictions,
As a general rule, the man who has no
religious convictions is not overburdened
with moral couvictions; it is ouly one in
a thousand whom you will find that way
built. I think most of us believe in the
desirability of imbuing children’s minds
with religious convictions, in their tender
years, and I do not think, on a question
of this kind, we are going to be infuenced
very much by the sentiments of such a
man as the hou. member referred to, even
though he lived in Victoria. The hon.
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member for De Grey referred a. great deal ! this colony than to think otherwise. I

to State Schools as contra.distinguished
from Assisted Schools. I say it isa mis-
take to look upon these two classes of
schools as being in direct opposition to
each other, Both are virtually State
Schools. They are both founded under
the Bducation Act of 1871; both are
subject to State supervision; the curri-
culum of education in both is preseribed
by the State; and the only distinction is
that one costs the State not quite ome-
half what the other does. Yet the hon.
member for West Perth referred to these
Assisted Schools as being a burden upon
the taxpayers of the colony. I certanly
am surprised at the hon. member. Has
he ever studied the question at all,
or had he given any thought at all to
what he was going to say when he made
such a statement as that, when all the
facts wre against him, and all the figures,
too? I think I have pretty clearly shown
that instead of these schools being a
barden upon the general revenue, they
relieve the gemeral revenue of many
thousands of pounds every year of their
existence. I think the Premier showed
the hon. member that very plainly this
evening, when he pointed out that the
Assisted Schools would do the same work
for about £4.,000 which costs £12,000 to
have it done in the State Schools. AsI
have already said, the average cost per
child in the Asgisted Schools is about £1
7s. 6d., as compared with about £3 10s.
in the State Schools, while the education
imparted is fully equal, if not Detter,
[Mr. Woop: No.] The hon. member
says *“No.” I beg to say “Yes,” and I
refer him to the official returns; and the
hon. member made a serious mistake
when he made the statement that these
schools are a burden upon the country.
The hon. mewber also said that the
present dual system had been in opera-
tion twenty years longer than it should,
I tell the hon. member it is not at all
improbable that the present system will
continue to exist for another twenty years.
That is my opinion ; and I think, if it
does 8o, it would be to the benefit of the
State from every point of view-—econo-
mical, moral, social, educational, or any
other point of view. I hope, at any rate, it
will continue to exist. I have greater
faith in the good sense and the spirit
of fair play which animates the people of

feel that there iz enough good feeling

‘ and enough sound sense amongst the

majority of mewmbers in this House, and
an absence of any intolerant feeling of
animosity or bigotry, to prevent them
from doing a deliberate act of injustice
to a large section of the community.
I feel sure that their desire is to act
bonestly and fairly in this matter, with-
out regard to class or creed. I may be
allowed to congratulate the House on the
tolerant, and 1 may almost say, kindly
tone of this debate, so far as the remarks
that fell from most members who have
taken part in it are concerned. I think
there was only one unkind word uttered
in the course of the whole debate, and
that was the rvemark, or the insinuation,
made by the hon. member for the De Grey
about proselytising. I think that was a
most unkind remark. The hon. member
insinuated— the intention was there—that
in the Assisted Schools (referring to the
Roman Catholic Schools) there is an
attempt made, or a tendency that way, to
proselytise the children of other denomi-
nations who may happen to attend these
schools. T may say that the utterance of
any such opinion would be a libel upon
these institutions, hecause I feel positive
that no single instance, during the whole
long term of years these schools have
been in existence, could be pointed out
where any proselytising influences have
ever heen brought to bear, or attempted,
upon children of another faith, I say it
was an unkind insinvation to make, and
I nm very sorvy it shonld have come from
the source where it emanated. I say
again, sir, I feel sure that in this matter
the majority of members of this Assembly
will not allow themselves to be ecarried
away by the sophistries of my hon.
friend who has bronght forward this
motion, who seems to have taken upon
himself to attack everything in the shape
of assistance to religion, who, in the first
instance, attacked the Churches and at-
tempted to deprive them of the small meed
of aid they receive out of public funds,
and who now endeavours to attack one
perticular Church by’ depriving it of the
small measure of assistance it receives in
order to educate its own children in the
tenets of its own faith, without infringing
upon any other Church’s right to do the
same thing for its own children, und at
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the same time to give them a good sound
education, under State control, ownd
according to the State standard, but at
half the cost. I feel sure the majority of
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" find, from the report of the Inspector of *

members will vote against this motion,

and will say that so long as the present
law exists so long should the Govermmnent
continue to carry out that law, until
such time ng the verdict of the country,
ar the majority of members in this House,
think proper to alter the law, when of
course those who are now receiving this
aid will have to bow their heads to the
will of the majority. But until that
time arrives, I feel sure that any attempt
to deprive these people of the assistance
they are entitled to under the law of their
country will be nnsuccessful.

Mr. LEFROY: The proposition of
the hon. member for Qeraldton is that it
is undesirable to further extend the
gystem of State aid to Assisted Schools.
It might be imagined from this that
these schools are inereasing in number
very rapidly all over the country; but, as
o matter of fact, they aremnot. I find
there are 21 of these schools in existence
at the present time, throughout the whole
colony, and that their number has not
jucreased during the last two years.
Therefore it cannot be.said that they are
increasing very rapidly ; and I do not see
any necessity now for this Honse to deal
with their further extension, when, as a
matter of fact, they do not seem to be ex-
tending, but are at a standstill, so far as
their number is concerned. It has always
appenred to me, in considering this ques-.
tion of Assisted Schools and of State
Schools pure and simple, that the arrange.
ment made under our Elementary Eduea-
tion Act, over 20 years ago, was a very
excellent one. It appears to me that the
question we have to consider is: arcthese
Assisted Schools efficient? I do not
think it i8 a sectarian question at all, nor
ig there any reference to sectarianism in
this motion, nor in the Education Act
under which these schools are established.
Sectarianism or denominationalism has
nothing whatever to do with the question,
The point we have to consideristhis: isthe
present system an efficient one, and does it
give satisfaction to the majority of people ?
It seems to me, judging by resuits, that,
for educational purposes, this Assisted
School system is an efficient one; and I
will endeavour to prove that it is so. I

f

Schools, that a greater percentage of
“passes” is obtained in these schools
than in the Government Schools; and
surely that must be taken as indicating
that they ave working quite as efficiently
as the State Schools. Then, again, with
regard to the “merit grant,” which is
another valuable test. Dealing with this
subject the Imspector of Schools, in his
report for last vear, says: “The relative
*efficiency of the schools in the colony
“can, perhups, be best tested by the
“allocation of the merit grant, as the
“award depends upon other conditions
“than that a school bas obtained a good
“ percentage. The order and tone of a
“school, the quality of the passes, the
* classification of the scholars, the aecuracy
“of the registration, the cleanliness and
“ neatness of the buildings and furniture
“—go far as these are within the power
“of the teacher—and the methods of
“instruction, are all elements in the
“award.” Asa matter of fact, I think
the amount of the merit grant to Assisted
Schools has been something over £60,
and to the Government Schools over £70;
therefore, so far-as merit goes, the
Assisted Schools seem almost to have the
best of it; and, seeing that in these
merit grants the order und tone of the
schools are cousidered, also that the
cleanliness and neatness of the building,
as well as of the scholars, are taken into
account, I think these are great points in
favour of the Assisted Schools, because
the tone of a school is very important,
and I thiuk also that neatness and
cleanliness aanong the children are really
an education. Again, there are five
bursarigs of £10 each, open to girls, and
I notice from the latest report that two of
the successful candidates came from
Assisted Schools, this result being another
proof that the Assisted Schools are work-
ing well. Tnder the Education Act it is
not an easy thing fo start an Assisted
School, beeause, firstly, the building has
to be obtained, then the school must be
got inte working order, -with an average
attendance of at least 20 scholars, before
any grant will be made by the State to
that school. Thus the school haa to be a
visible fact before any grant can be made
to it, and, onece the school is established
with an attendance of 20 scholars, there
iz every proof that such scheol is likely
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tocontinue. We know that in many cases
the State has established a school in a
country distriet, through the represen-
tations made by persons who led the
department to expect there would be a
certain number of childven attending it,
but after a building had been erected
and a teacher appointed, the attend-
ance of children was so small that the
gchool had to be closed. But when
an Assisted School is started at the
risk of other persons, there is no such
loss to the State in the eveut of the
school not being permanently main-
taioed, the risk being with those who had
started the school. Therefore, I think,
from all points of view, the Assisted
School system is an excellent one.  Under
the BEducation Act, no preference can be
given to any particular denomination in
starting or maintaining Assisted Schools;
and although one denomination bas taken
more advantage of the opportunity than
others have done, yet I am not one to
attack the system of Assisted Schools
merely because one denomination hbas
availed itself of the opportunity more
than others. It does not seem to me to
be justice or fair play to attack n system
simply because one section of the com-
munity has taken advantage of it more
than another. I[f the Assisted School
system were working badly, if the children
attending these schools Were not taught
suffiiently, if there were irregularities,
or if such schools were not under State
supervigion, then there might be objection;
but, a9 a matter of fact, the Government
Inspectors may visit the schdols at any
time, and there is no religious instruc-
tion allowed during the hours speui-
fied for secular lessons. Any religious
instruction must be given either before
or after the ordinary hours, and the
children belonging to other denomin-
ations are allowed to retive from the
religious lessons. I have never heard of
religious instruction being given in these
schools, excepting during the times set
apart for such instruction; aud I am sure
the inspectors would not allow anything
to be done contrary to the Act. I think
that, as these schools are under central
authority, and it seems to be desired by
the opponents of Assisted Schools that
they shkould be under central nuthority ;
and as all sects in the colony are equally
at liberty to start a school of this kind
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wherever they can get twenty children
together—[M=z. Ricaarnson: Mahome-
tans P]—yes, even Mahometans can do
it. under the Act; therefore 1 say the
State has entire charge of the Assisted
Bchools, and can send is inspectors to
supervige them at any time, can main-
tain order, and arrange what hoolks shall
be used. Under these conditions, there
is no reason why this system should not
be perpetuated. Tt has worked well in
the past; no one has shown that it
has worked badly, or that the children
ave insufficiently taught; and if the
standard of education is not good
enough, the fault lies with the State
and not with the Assisted Schools. The
reports of the results show that the
fault is not with these schools, and
if the standard hitherto insisted on is
not cousidered good enough, we can
raise it in the State Schools, and the
Assisted Schools will also have to work
up to it. But there is no reason for
attacking the system on that ground.
There are some people who always seem
to be wanting a change of system—want-
g to kunock something down. This
gystem of Assisted Schools is working
well, and why should it be altered?
From the earliest times, this sort of
vandalism las been going on—somebody
always wants to be knocking down insti-
tutions that are doing well and are satis-
fying certain portions of the community,
Suddenly this movement for knocking
down the school system was started in
recent years, and, like a snowlall, it
gathered as it went, until we hear all over
the country, and heard lately in nearly all
the elections to this House, some desire
expressed for a change of system. How-
ever, we all understand the position, and
there is no necessity for me to labour this
question. Seeing as I do the facts before
me, and regretting that any question of
sect or denomination should be imported
into this debate—I have purposelv ve-
frained from mentioning any—I think it
is a pity that this sort of consideration
ghould have been raised by others. His-
tory tells us what this sort of thing may
do in a country ; and noting what history
tells ns, we ought to be careful in entering
into any question of religious discord at
the present time.

Mr. JAMES: T did not intend to
address the House on this question, but



Assisted Schools:

[8 Ocr., 1894.]

State Aid to. 965

on an important matter like this a clear | system of education that has existed for 21

expression of opinion by hon. members is,
perhaps, desirable.

matters no one is in doubt as to what my
opinion is, and on this subject it has
heen very clearly expressed. I am glad

to think that, as was suggested by the

last speaker, I am in this instance a
Vandal; bat it does not follow that,
because an institution has come down to
us sanctioned by the enormous expanse
of twenty years’ duration, it is too vener-
able to be challenged. It never suggests
itself to me that, because an institution
has Leen introduced at some previous
period by a minority, for the purposes of
that minority, we are never to approach
the question of whether that principle
is a just ome or not. I am weary of
reprobating that miserable argument
ahout the matters that were before
the country at the time of the general
elections, and the policy that was ap-
proved or not approved by the electors.
It is amusing to see the Premier, time
after time, trot out this gay, old, broken-
down steed. But whenever he brings
forward the question of an Agricultural
Bank, or some other novelty that was
not submitted to the-electors, it dves not,
strike him then to ask himself how many
members were pledged at the elections to
support or oppose it. If there be any
force in the argument, surely the vitality
must exist when the argument is applied
against him, as well also as when he
attempts to apply it against us. We in
this House represent the country, and,
as the Commissioner of Crown Lands
properly said, if the country, speaking
through its representatives in this House,
declares by a majoriy that the Education
Act should be amended, that declaration
of a majority must be taken to be the
will of the country; in the same way
that a majopity heve, when they support

the Government, are supposed to voice

the will of the country. I suppese we
can stand to the responsibility of our
actions when we go back to our con-
stituents, and none of us need to be
cautioned by the Premier on that point.
Most. of us have had the pleasure of
fighting a contested election, but the
Premier knows nothing about a contest
of that kind, as he has not experienced it
yet. Why are we not to disturb the dual

I am glad to say
that, as a rule, on these important

years ¥ That is the same old moss-backed
argument we have heard so often in de-
fence of a thing because it is old ; and if
there is any reason in the objection, it
simply means that you are never to at-
tewpt reforms by disturbing sometbing
that is established, that you are never to
give way to the clamour of agitation out-
side this House, until you are forced to
make a reformt which you can no longer
resist. Does it not strike the Premier as
peculiar that if two or three men are able
to create a discussion throughout the
country on this question, that if this
movement is going on, as was aptly =aid,
like u snowball gathering size and foree
as it rolls along day by day, it must be
because an increasing number of the
population are favouring and supporting
it? And, if they are doing so, we know
there must be vitality in this movement.
If it be not so, can the Commissioner of
Crown Lands tell me why it was necessary
for a certain body to create a Catholic
Association the other day? Does notall
this show how absurd it is to talk about
the country being satisfied with the pre-
sent school system? And I am glad to
think the country is not satisfied with the
system of education which has produced
such lamentable resnlts us have been pro-
duced so far. ‘We have to ask: Is the
reform advisable? Is it just? First of
all we may inguire, are there reasons for
dissatisfaction? I say there arestrongand
numerous reasons. ILf there be none, will
the Premier tell us how it is there has
been such an enormous increase in our
Educational vote? It cannot be caused
by the inerease of population, becanse if
you look at the records of children attend-
ing the Government Schools in the laat
four or five years, they do not account
tor the large mcrease in the vote for this
year. The Premier says one reason why
we want these Assisted Schools is to
infuse some vitality into the Government
Schools. Well, have they done that in
the past? Oup the contrary, have they
not done unmitigated harm? All these
gtatements are arguments and reasons
why we should set our house in order,
hecause the education now provided is so
lamentably below what it ought to be.
No member in this House ¢can conscien-
tionsly say it is satisfactory to find that
almost one-half of our children are édu-
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cated at the schools of a denomination
representing oune-fourth of the popula-
tion. The real question is this: We
have agreed, bevond dispute, that the
State must educate its own children.
That is recognised, I think, beyond ques-
tion. Anud it will be very interesting for
members to ask themselves this question :
Where does the greatest opposition to
the State education come from? Does
it not come from exactly the same quarter
ag that which now tries to set itself
behind this education grant? Does it
not. geem absurd for us to subsidise an
opposition which has a blighting effect
such as this has had? We have bad
this rivalry and this competition for over
twenty years, and what has been the
result? TIs it satisfactory? On the
contrary, has not the effect been to con-
stantly and materially degrade the stand-
ard of our public schools? And what
right have we to continue a system which
bas an injurious effect upon the educa-
tion which we are bound to provide? Tt
is said we should do an outrage and an
injury to a minority of the population by
abolishing this grant. I take it that if the
majority require a certain thing to be done,
it must be done; and if we get away
from that principle, there is not only an
end of all good government, but an end
of all kinds of government. I the
mujority determine that the only schools
to be subsidised shall be schools to which
all may go, and if the minority cannot
accept that by sending their children to
those schools, then surely the minority
ought to pay for thewr own separate
systom, and bow their heads to the wish
of the majority. For the purpose of
assisting and placating the minority, we
continnc a system which causes a large
amount of displeasure to the great major-
ity. You can’t get away from that fact.
We ask ourselves, after all: If this be
good, what are Assisted Schools required
for ?  TUnder the regulations of the Act,
religious instruction is allowed fo bhe
given only at specified times of the day,
and not during the hours allotted for
secular instruction. Why, then, is it
considered nccessary, by some persoms,
that the system of education in thesc
Assisted Schools should be in the hands
of teachers who have had a certain reli-
gious training, if ‘thut religious training
is not brought to hear, except for one
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half-hour a day ? As to the Govern-
ment iuspector catehing the teacher if he
does it during the school hours, it would
require an army of inspectors 'to do that.
Under the existing law, provision is made
by which religious instruactors can go
into the State Schools and give religious
lessons during a certain time, the same
as can be done in the Assisted Schools.
If they simply want to give religious
ingtruction during this half-hour, why
cannot that religious mstruction he given
in the State Schools by the Catholic
instructors, at the same time that reli-
gious lessons arc given to other children
in those schools by religious instructors
of other denominations? TIf that pro-
vision is sufficient for the other religious
bodies, why is it not sufficient for the
Rowan Catholics ¥  Instead of giving
them & wmoney vote for the purpose of
salving their consciences, we give them a
vote for the purpose of carrying on a fad,
almost. If we provide a system of State
education which to reasonable persons is
sufficient, what right have they to ask us
to pay for provisions which enable the
Roman Catholies to give religious in-
struction under special conditions ? If
that half-hour in Assisted Schools is the
only time devoied to religious instrnc-

_tion, it is very peculiar that the Roman

Cutholics attach so much importance to
having religious teachers brought up
under particular religions instroction.
Itis hardly pecessary to deul with the
question of cost, and I am glad to see the
Premier did not deal with it at such
length as to show that he regarded it as
important. .
Tur Premier (Hou, Sir J. Forrest):
It is an important argument, I think.
Mr. JAMES: In the annual vote for
education, £16,000 is the amount al-
lotted in salaries for the Government
Schools, and £4,000 15 for the Assisted
Schools; but hou. members will bear in
mind that out of the vote for.Govern-
ment Schools must come the cost of
maintaining and repairing the school
buildings, whereas the £4,000 for Assisted
Schools guoes entirely for teaching pur-
poses, and no part of it for buildings:
and, further, whilst every penny that
goes to aCatholic School is of use directly
for that denomination, every penny that
goes to a State School belongs as much
to the Catholics aa to other bodies. But,
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in addition to giving this amouut, the
State provides all the educational machi-
nery for those parts of the colony where
population is scattered, and where educa-
tion is most expensive, and it is a peculiar
fact that Assisted Schools are ¢stablished
only in those parts where they will pay.
‘We have had mstances where a Govern-
ment School has been established, under
couditions, and as soon as a certain
amount of support has been obtained, an
Assisted School is set up by a religious
denomination, and not only does it
take away some of the children, but it
thereby decreases the efficiency of the
Government School. If this question of
cost is any argument, there is another
uspect in which the cost wmay be con-
" sidered; for if we are to give way to the
demand of those who support Assisted
Schools, we must take note of the fact
that they are not satisfied with the amount
of one-half, or thereabout, which they get
now from the State as a grant in aid of
the cost of education, and that they have
been saying they want as much per head
as is paid to the Government Sclools.
Surely it is somewhat inconsistent for
these men, after making this demand for
un increase of the grant, to twrn round
now und support their case against this
nmotion by saying the Assisted Schools
should not be interfered with because
- they do not receive the same proportion
of aid as is paid to Government Schools.
I do not think we cught to treat the
question ag one of cost, for I have no
doubt that, if you were to give to any
particular religious body a monopely of
the education of the country, that body
would undertake to do it for nothing.
Therefore, if it is to be a question of cost,
we may save expense by handing over the
whole educational system to somereligious
body. In the speeches delivered by the
deputation the other day, the Very
Rev. Father Bourke is veported to have

satd that no further concession is pos- -

sible. Concession from whom ? 1If is
startling to henr of o religious body
talking about making concessions to Pax-
liament and concessions to the Govern-
ment. And it is said they have already
¥ielded a great deal! They gave way to
the recent alteration of the Education
Act, and the result of that was that you
allowed religious instruction to be given
in Btate Schools as well as Assisted
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8chools; but it dves not seem to me a
very great concession for a religious body
to make, in giving way to such a reform
as that, although we may beur in mind
that the Education Act now in existence
was brought forward at a time when this
particular body had the supreme power
in the country, and that there wus no
provision made in it for any religious
instruction te be given in the schools. T
want, as far as possible, to bave a system
of education that will be a credit to us,
and not a system that is now a disgrace.
The sister colonics huve a system that
does them credit, and although it may be
vostly, the mouney is readily provided.
Those colonies have cast aside the Assisted
School system; and when a proposal is
amde to do the eame in this colony, the
onus of proving the necessity for such
change is not on us who want to keep
abreast of wedern education, but un those
who want to be lagging back and never
looking forward. There is quite sufficient
need for some ulteration in this ¢ulony.
There is, perhaps, too much prejudice
amongst us West Australians, although
I awm on¢ myself, and a great deal of
that prejudice might be removed if we
were ull brought up together in a common
school, aud if there were no drawing of a
barbed wire round one denomination.
I say we never shall have a proper system
so long as we have one under which these
religious differences are perpetuated. 1If
any religious body want Lo keep their
schools under a separate system, let them
make the sacrifice by paying for their
own system; but the Statc has no rvight
{0 recognise the existence of any separate
religious body. We ought to do our
utmost to increase the efficiency and the
attractivencss of those schools which are
carried on by the State; and we bave no
right to depart from that principle by
paying money to soothe the injured
consciences of a minority.

Mr. COOKWORTHY : According to
the arguments used in this debate, the
dual system of education has been put
on its trial. The question is whether the
Assisted Schools should be abolizhed
altogether; and, judging by what has
dropped from the hon, member (Mr.
James), one would think the only way to
promote education would be to abolish
the Denominational $chools, The reports
of the Grovernment Inspector show that
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the Depominational Schools are, if any.

thing, superior to the Government Schools,
and I believe they are so. I know a
great number of Protestants who send
theic children to the Roman Catholic
Schools, bucause those parents are dis-
satisfied with the education given in the
Government Schools. I know a great
number of people who have attended the
Roman Catholic Schools because ihey
were dissatisfied with the education giveu
in the Govermmnent Schools. The Educu-
tion Department is one of the most
important in the Stute, and it is the
one that is the worst paid and the
least thought of ; and before you abolish
the Agsisbed School system, you ought
to improve the Government schools, so
us to offer the people something better
thay is offeved at present.  You cannot say
to any religious denomination at present,
“We won't graut any aid to your schools
because we have something better to give
you.” I hope there has been an improve-
ment lately, but I say that for many
years the teachers in the Government
Schouls were, many of them, totally un-
litted for the pesitions they held; and as
to the morval teaching, I am sure it wus
far better in the Catholic Schools than in
the Government Schools. You may im-
prove the Government Schools; and when
you make them superior tv the schools of
the Catholics, or any other sect, then will
be the time to do away with the dual
system. But that system has been
curied on in Englund with great success,
and nobody in England bhas proposed to
do away with it; while in this country
the schools of the different denominations
are, if anything, superior to the Govern-
ment; Schools, T should be happy to give
my vote for a large increase in the educa-
tion grant, and for making the Govern-
ment Schools more efficient; but until
they are improved, I think it would be
wrong to interfere with the education
vote to the Assisted Schools, which have
doue such good service to the country.
I know that the education given in those
schools has been considered by many
parents to be far superior, and they have
gent their children there; and I never
heard of a single instance where proselyt-
ism was carried on. The reason for doing
away with the Denominational Schools
does not seem to me to be because they
are had, but simply becauss the system
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does voy suit the ideas of vertain mem.-
bers. I shall uot support the motion,
M=r. MORAN : The importance of this
subject demands a few words, more
especially when cendidates at the elections
may have given certain pledges or ex-
pressed certain opinions upon it. I do
not for a-moment consider that a speech
such as that of the hon. mewmber for East
Perth (Mr. Jumes) should be allowed to
go by unchallenged, when he wishes Lo
arrogate to himself in this House all that
is liberal and progressive in support of
the motion. He asks how it is that the
Government ave constantly looking back-
ward, and always raking up the argu-
ment that institutions whichk have proved
serviceable in the past, and are sup-
posed to have the veneration of age,
should be allowed to continue? If the
hon. wember is constantly bringing before
this House the idea that we should amend
the Constitution Act in the direction of
no taxation without representation, that
being the oldest principle of the British
Constitution, then why does he not attack
that principle on uccount of its age?
Surely a lnwyer ought to know that the
common law of England is very old also,
und why does he not atluck it ¥ I say the
hon. member’s argument is not one that
should delude the members of this House,
to say that because o thing is old or
ancient it must be done away with.
Although I am amongst the foremost
of Liberals, aund shall always advocate
everything truly democratic and pro-
gressive, yet, at the same timme, we are
surely to learn from what lus gone past.
If we are going to improve upon the
past, let us do so; but surely the very
fact of the age of this school systemn
should not be taken as a reason for
abolishing it. That argument was simply
an attempt to cast oblogquy upon a prin.
ciple which is old. As to the education
system and its results in other purts of
Australia, I will simply say that 1 know
us much about the Stale School system
in the other colonies as any member of
this House. [Mx. MowcER: Oh, dear!]
If it comes to o question of arguing what
has been the result in other parts of the
world or in the Eastern colonies, there
are some very grave considerations to be
borne in mind. No doubt it was laid
down as a primarv factor in the other
colonies thal the State would and should
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educate its children, and the State in the
other colonies has done so; but scarcely
a newspaper can be taken up without
our seeing reports of acts commitied
by forgers, defamlters, and other offen-
ders against the law in those colonies.
It cannot be said that thesc mumerous
offences wre due fo the want of a school
education, for there is no better educated
class in the world, in the sense of heing
taught to read and write, than in the
Eastern colonies. And taking the oldest
colony of the group, New South Wales,
as a sample of that system of education,
we kunow that colony is the most dis-
tingvished for larrikinism, and is also
the wost distinguished for its private
schools—I refer more especially to the
Catholic Schools of New South Wales,
which have produced svme of the finest
men in the ranks of statesmen and profes-
sional men. I will now come to the only
arguments bronght forward tbis evening
in favonr of the motion. It has been
stated that it is Injudicious to have rival
systems of schools competing, to the
deterioration of one system. It is also
laid down, s a canon in the education of
this colony, as in other colonies, that a
certain class of building and a certain
minimum space per scholar must be pro-
vided ; therefore, if you have a building
which will accommodate 200 children,
roughly it will cost twice as much as a
building to accommodute 100 children.
And, mark you, those who build an

Assisted School have to pay the whole

cosl of their building, without any con-
tribution from the State, for they get not
one tittle of assistance from the Stute
towards the building. That being so, is
it not a great burden taken off the tax-
payers, when the school accommodation
for so many thousands of children has
been provided by a religious body, thereby
relieving the people in the colony from
s0 much taxation? Roughly speaking,
£50,000 has been spent by the Catholic
denomination of this colony in school
buildings, and is not that a big sumn?
The interest on that sum, if borrowed at
4 per cent., would be £2,000 a year; and
that vearly interest would be equal to
more than the amount granted annually
by the State to these Assisted Schools.
Therefore, in making this annual grant
to Assisted Schools, the colony as a
whole simply pays an amcunt equal Lo
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the interest on that loan, and it gets the
£50,000 as a loan to the Btate from a
religious body for nothing. The new
buildings must ulso be up to the Govern-
ment standard of requirements, and must
huve certain appliances and certain venti-
Intion ; ulthough, as a matter of fact, the
Cutholic Schools are nof enly as good as
the Government Schools, hut even better.
I have heard it stated by the member for
the Gascoyne (Mr. R. F. Sholl}, many a
time, that the State skould help those who
help themselves, und he has said that if
the Government would follow out that
principle he would always assist them.
‘Well, here you have un important section
of the community aiding themselves, and
they are equally as respectable and equally
entitled to justice as auy other section;
and they not only help themselves, but
they relieve the State of three-fourths of
the cost for educating their children, while
asking for only a modest fourth of the
amount they cxpend on these schools.
I come to the second urgument, and I
will challenge vontradiction en this also.
Looking through the regulations of the
BEducation Boards of the colony, you
will find it laid down as an axiom, and it
has been long since adopted in the Hast.
eru colonies, that one teacher shall teach
g0 many children, and no more.  If that
principle holds good, then.every child

ou take away from the Government
geuchers and place under instruction in
an Assisted School, is so much relicf Lo
the State, and you thereby relieve the
State of the whole cost of providing
teachers for the 2,000 children mnow
educated in Assisted Schools. If the
mover of this motion is as good as his
word, he will answer that argument in a
straightforward way. Then therc is the
admmistrative work of the Education
Department which would be entailed by
keeping a larger stuff of teachers, if there
were no Assisted Schools. I think the
other colonies at present have almost
over-educated their population, by allow-
ing their zeal for education to oulbstrip
the bounds of prudence; for I imaintain
that the results of the education system
in those colounies have not been such as
to warrant this colony in following the
example. Tt is not mere book learning
that will teach children to be honest and
good citizens,
the worst villains the world bas produced,

I have Enown some of -
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who could read and write in many lan-
guages. In the name of good common
sense, if we can relieve the public pocket
of the expense of educating a large pro-
portion of the children in the colony,
why not take this opportunity and
relieve ourselves of what has been one
of the main factors in leading the
other colonies into that * Slough of Des-
pond,” their present public debt? As
to the standard of education, it is laid
down by statute; and one portion of the
commuunity produces that stundard article
for £1 per head, while it costs the State
£4 2 head to produce the same article.
Where, then, does the argument come

.in about the Btate management bemg

superior to private enterprise ? I will now
refer to the principal movers and sup-
porters of this motion. The hon. member
for Geraldton is & very estimable citizen,
no doubt, in his own mind, but I shounldt
like to remind him that when he says the
whole country demands this change of
system, he is not speaking the truth.
Aund, furthermore, I remember the com-
motion that was cansed over his own
election, when he was a candidate for
Geraldton, and that, on the spur of the
moment, aunother candidate entered the
field, a scratch man, almost unknown ina
public sense, and he ulmost beat him (Mr.
Simpson) on this very question. Here

we have the cloquent, the learned, the -

well-known man of ability, this politician
of many colours, almost knocked out by a
seratch candidate.

Mr. Smapsor: Your crowd would have
voted for a bit of jarrah.

Mr. MORAN : If they had voted fora
bit of jarrah, they would have had sowme-
thing to depend upon; but I am afraid
very fow can depend on the hon. member
and his politics. If w seratch candidate,
who had only two or three weeks’
canvassing, could run the hon. member
s0 closely, it shows that although the
“ red herring ” of religion has been drawn
across this frack to.pight, it is the
action of those who are not themselves
actuated by the highest motives of
tolerution. With regard to the hon,
member for Perth (Mr. Randell), I need
not say much about his opposition, for I
do not look on the hop. member. for
Perth as being identified with meodern
thought at all. Both himself and his
politics belong to the. « stone age,” or to
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! what in this colony may be called ancient
" history. The hon. member talks about
his duty to the State—to the State,
indeed !—though I believe he oppuosed the
introduction of railways into thie colony,
and I am not certain whether he did not
oppose the introduction of telegraphs,

Mxz. Rawperr: I rise to confradict the
hon. member. He should not make these
assertions unless he knew they were
founded on fact, which I emphatically
deny.

Mr. MORAN: Notwithstanding the
denial of the hon. member for Perth, I
am not prepared to withdraw my words.

Tes SPEAEKER: The hon. member
for Yilgarn must withdraw his words.
He bas made a statement which the hon.
wember for Perth says is not true; and
he must accept the denial, and withdraw
the words.

Mr. MORAN: Very well, I will with-
draw them. The hou. member for East
Perth (Mr. James) must not be looked
upun as a paragon of political liberality.
He sald the State should not recognise
any religious body which differs from
the State system.

Mge. James: I said the State has no
right to recoguise any separate religious
body.

Mr. MORAN: T took down the hon.
member’s words. I suppose if the hon.
member were in Persia, he would worship
the sun; or if he were in China, he would
become u Buddhist, that being the State
religion there—[An Hown. MEMBER: No,
no]—-or, if not, it is Confucianism, which
is very close, and at any rate the hon.
member would adopt the religion of
China; or if he were in certain parts of
India, where in ancient times the State
taught Buddhism and enforced it, he
would be a Buddhist; or if in a certain
portion of America, say in Salt Lake
City, he would no doubt he a Mormon,
and take to himself many wives. I hope
that, while T am an Australian, T shall
always think it to be my first duty to
be true to the religious convictions which
I hold. Do we ever find the Catholic
body in uny of these Australian colonies
wishing to take awuy one pennyworth
of support from any other religious
denomination ? I, as a Roman Catholic,
if I am not true to my religion, must be
untrue to my State. As to the assertion
of the hon. mewber for East Perth
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about proselytising in Catholic Schools,
and an army of inspectors heing required
to lirevent. it, I throw his statement back
in his teeth. Let him produce one in-
stanece of proselytism in a Catholic School,
and not make this general assertion.

Mgz. James: I never said they did.

Mr. MORAN: You said it would
take an army of inspectors to detect the
teachers in proselytising the children,
You left it to be implied. If the fathers
nnd mothers of this denomination say
they want to have their children edu-
cated in » certaih way, are they any worse
for that? Will the opponents dare to say
the clergy of that denomination are not
good citizens? Do we not find their
names foremost in every movement? Do
we not find the lead of that Church
alweys taking the part of the poor aad
oppressed?  And do we not find every
Catholic prelate doing the sane ?

Mr. RawpELL: I say, No.

Mr. MORAN: Yowr assertions are
not worth much to me. T told you before,
I cannot look upon you as belonging to
the modern age. Would anyone say
Bishop Gibney would sneak about trying
to proselytise children? Is he not an
honest and nobleman ? Has he not heen
striving, for the past thirty-five years, to
civilisec Western Australia? Yes, he bas
even venbured his Life amongst the blacks
in the wild parts of this country. Has
he not led a noble example to those who
are teaching Christianity ? T have spoken
feelingly. If the Catholic denomination
in this country must stand alone, though
I hope they will not, and it is a very un-
pleasant matter to have this question
raised at a time when the colony is
involved in large public works; but if
the Catholics are a third of the population,
they will have a third of the voting
power in the elections, and as surely as
we have Responsible Government here
now, so surely will there be two parties
in this colony, and I say, fearlessly, let
the Catholics stick to that party which
will give them justice, and by working
together with one will, as one man,
they will be able tb get n modicom of
that justice of which they de not ask-the
whole. I hope the Governmenti will be
anxions and eager to extend the public
schoals as far into the country as settle-
ment has gone. I am pleased to see, in
the BEstimates, amounts for schools on
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“our farthest goldfields; and I hope that

wherever there is a population such as
there is in Perth, the Catholics will build
their own schools, and so0 rvelieve the
State to that extent, We in this House
who are Roman Catholics have been
returned here, not upon this question,
for it was not mooted in my election—
we have been returned here, not as
bigots, but as men of toleration; and
whilst I am true to my own religious
convictions, I cannot inflict any injury
upon others i this country.

Mr. LOTON: The principles under-
lying this motion have been debated from
all standpoints. It has been said by the
Premier that the question of cost is net
very important. Taking that principle,
it seems to me that, if it was not very
important, there would be no necessity to
discuss it. The real importance lies in
the item on the Eestimates hefore us.
Parlicular denominations want assist.
ance; therefore it is u mouey grant. It
is put forward that the cost of educating
children under the Assisted School system
is much less than the cost of educating
them in the Government Schoels, and
that therefore the State suffers by having
the dual system. I may poinl out at
once that, when the Education Act was
entered upon in 1871, the people who
were in favour of the dual systen agreed
to accept a less contribution from the
State than was to be paid to the State
Schools; therefore it would be uscless 1o
argue that the Assisted Schools cost less
than the State Schools, because they can-
not cost so much, for it is laid down in
the Act that the contribution ffom the
State is to be in the proportion of only
one-half. The argument with regard
to cost is scarcely a fair ome, on this
ground, that the Assisted Schools are
established only in the larger centres
of population, where the cost of muin-
taining scheols is less in  proportion
than in the outlying districts where
similar schools are established by the
State. That is one great reason why the
Denominitional Schools ave able to show,
by comparison, that the cost of educating
children in them is less per head than in
the State Schools. As to efficiency in the
Assisted Schools, as shown by some hon.
members, thal is not a fair comparison
in connection with the children attending
the State Schools, because you are com-
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paring the Assisted Schools again in the
main centres of population, and you have
a higher class of teachers in those centres.
On these grounds alone the standard of
teaching is paturally higher in the towns,
as compared with the standard in the
small country schools. I maintain, that,
in this comparison, the standard of effi-
viency is taken from the average attend-
ance in Government Schools throughout
the colony, und that it is unfair to compare
it with the standard of efficiency taken
from the average attendance in Assisted
Schools which are in the large centres of
population. Of course we ought to ex-
peet a higher standard of efficiency in
the Assisted Schools, because they do not
exist in all the small centres of popu-
lation. I am not putting this forward as
an argument against the Assisted Schools,
but only to show that the comparison
which has heen made is not a fair one, to
that extent. With regard to the As-
sisted Schools, L think great praise is due
Lo them in every wuy ; and, further, there
is no doubt that, although the Assisted
School system has bren taken advantage
of muinly by one denomination, and until
recently ahnost solely by one denomina-
tion, yet it must be admitted that, even
in Perth, there ave children of other
religions denonmninations attending the
Catholic Schools. There are various
reasons for this. Possibly one reason is
that these children get o cheaper educa-
tion at the Assisted Schools, because in
the Government Schools w fee is charged ;
and with regard to the Public Schools, the
fees are an asset to the State, but in the
case of Assisted Schools the fees do not
come into the State coffers. I believe the
cducation given in the Assisted Schools
is very efficient. The principle seems
to have been lnid down in the Aus-
tralian colonies generally, and in this
Aszembly, that it 18 the duty of Lhe Statle
to educate the children or see that they
are educated. That eduncation meuns
purely secular education, according to
the speeches made to-night. I am sorry
the State cannot at present sec its way
to a sounder education tham a purely
secular education, for 1 would like to
see every child receive a cerfuin amount
of religious training, and we should then
have a much better class of children
growing up. We are met with this diffi-
culty, that becanse there are people of
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50 many different faiths, it is recognised
that the State cannot interfere by giving
religious teaching, but must leave to the
different denominations the duty of pro-
viding religious instruction for the young.
While the Government provides a certain
standard of instruction in schools that
are open to all classes and creeds, why
should it depart from that system in
favour of one or two or more creeds?
On what grounds should it do so?

Mr. Mogan: It does not do so.

Me. LOTON : T am aware of that ; bui
all denominations cannot take advantage
of these State Schools, any more than the
State can take advantage of the oppor-
tunity of teaching religion in schools.
Why should not those people who have
particular creods agree with the other
people in baving some system of secular
education in the schools? One hon.
mewmber said, “We will not allow ocur
children to atiend the State Schools.”
Another hon. member said, “ We know
it is 50.” T agree with the Catholics that
it is desirable to have religious education
given to their children, and I should be
glad to see all children receiving a rveli-
gious education, But while we must
vecognise that the State itself cannot give
this religious instruction, therefore it is
unreasonable for any particular religious
body to expect the State to set aside a
special sum for this purpose. 1f we vote
for the motion before the House, we shall
pledge ourselves to be in favour of dis-
continuing the dual system. I should be
in favour of that system of education
which would allow the State, or the
different religious communities, to give
religious instruction in the State Schools.
With regard to the contribution that is
given to the Assisted Schools, before that
assistance ceases 1 say a fair und reason-
able notice should be given.

Mr. Convor: We would not tuke any
nolice. We want justice only.

Mr. LOTON: T say it would be an
injustice to stop the system without due
and ample notice. 1 intend to support
the motion.

Mr. SIMPSON: I do aot purpose
trespassing Jong on the time of the House,
in alluding to the lack of argument which
has been shown by those oppesing the
motion. If the motion accomplishes no
further purpose, this debate will have a
great effect in the country. The Premier,
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with that grace which sometimes sur-
rounds his setion when members dare to
act in an independent manner, alluded to
the fact that in a recent contested clection
T was retwrned by what he considered a
small majority ; but I would point out
that, in his elections, he was never the
vesult of a majority yet, for he is a sort
of political accident in the State, the
result of a political coma which exists in
the place he represents. One or two
other membears alluded to matters of that
sort, ‘There is that Scotch proverb which
suggests that people in doubtful positions
should keep their breath to eool their
own porridge—it may become serviceable
some day. As far as I have seen their
political efforts they are not particularly
brilliant, and I do not think they are
likely to stamp themselves very serviceably
on the statute book of the colony. I do
not know that the debates in this House
have gathered any great weight of intelli-
gence from their contributions, up to the
present. As to that political buek-
whacker for Yilgarn, who referred so
slightingly to the hon. membor for
Perth —one who has given so many
yeurs of gratuitous labour to the admin.
istration of the Education Act as a
member of the Central Board —there
is this grave difference between his
arguments on this question and those
used by the member for Yilgarn, that
they are founded upon fact, whereas the
member for Yilgarn trusts largely to his
imagination for his facts, and on his
memory for his jokes. The member for
Fremantle and Comwmissioner of Crown
Lands, it was singular to observe, used
the words “bigotry ” and “ intolerance;”
these words fallng in almost exact
sequence from the member for East
Kimberley, the member for Yilgarn, and
the member for Fremantle. Tt may occur
to some hon. members that thore might
be a reagon for that identity of language.

I shall try to discover a reason to-.

morrow. It was peculiar that these three
particular members talked of bigotry and
intolerance. So far as I have observed
the tone of this House, I have never
noticed bigotry or intolerance on any
question. Why should we be frightened
to express our views on this particular
matter P T have in my bands a circular
letter which has been addressed to some
hon. members of thiz House. It is dated
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“Perth, 4th October, 1894, and after
calling attention to the motion which I
had given notice to move in this House,
it winds up by saying :-~*Knowing your
liberal sentiments, and appreciating your
desire to deal out even-handed justice to
every section of the community, I will
esteem it a favour,” &c., und asks him to
oppose the motion. That civenlar received
a certain amount of distribution amongst
members, thongh I do not think it went
wll round to the 33 members of this
House, and you may be surc a copy was
not addressed to me.

Tre Premier (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)-
It was not supplied to me.

Mr. SIMPSON: I think the Premier
was ear-marked on Saturday wmorning,
and there was no necessity, after that,
to send it to him. The Cowmmissioner of
Crown Lands said I have taken particular
action to try and destroy the atility of
the Churches. The hon. member’s glib-
negs of tongue, which invariably ezceeds
his power of judgment, contributed to
what is a distinct and deliberate and
carefully considered misrcepresentation.
And the gentleman who represents East
Kimberley, on bebalf of his constituents,
spoke on the Education guestion. Now,
fancy the Tdueation question agitating
the electors of East Kimberley! It was
also announced to-night—and the air has
been rather full of thrents—that, directly;
a demand would be made for an increased
vote for Assisted Schools. Then there
was another statement, that there would
be a great effort made to combine the
votes of a certain section with the votes
of that, party which would give them the
most in return—which means that certain
electors are to be bound hand and foot
to the dictation of onc man, and must
drop their votes into the ballot box as he
tells them—that is what is suggested for
controlling the polities of this country!
In a recent election there was o letter
written to omec of the most practical
candidates in this conntry, and he was
asked if, in case he was supported
by a certain political body, he would
vobe for doubling the capitation alow-
ance. But, like a man, he said he
would not, and that he wuuld not, be
bound hand and foot by any section of
the community to do anything. That
happened to a very important man in this
country—a man whose political action on
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all questions carries very great weight,
The question of religion has been alluded
to in this debate, but some of the speakers
did not distinguish between . sectarianism
and religion, although there is a marked
distinction. As to the weight of argu-
went, we have had very little argument.
We have had a statement of the existing
facts, and the Premier, on behalf of the
administration of the Education Act,
pointed out a condition of things that is
abgolutely a disgrace to the country. The
absence of argnment by those who op-
posed the motion needs no comment. T
will submit the motion to the House
without trespassing more on your time.
I will just allude to the rather happy
simile used by the hon. member for the
Moore, who spoke of the way in which a
snowball, rolled along, grows in size, and
how at last, when on an inclined plane, it
gathers such an impact in rolling that
it destroys all in front of it.. I would
like the Ministry, the Forrest Ministry,
to lay the illustration to heart; und I
can assure them, though they Lnow
the growth of public opinion on this
question now, that there is more than
a snowhall, there is an avalanche accu-
mulating that will obliterate the Forrest
Ministry if" they do not recognise the
fact that the public opinion of this
country distinctly says: We will have
a system of edueation that will ingist on
our children growing up equally, in all
degrees; and that no money shall be
voted to o system which says that the
children of one section of the communit
will be defiled by mixing with the children
of the other citizens of the State.

Question put, and division taken, with
the following result :-—

Ayes ... AU 4 |

Noes ... .. 14
Majority against ... 3
ATES. Nogs.
Mr. Harper Mr. Burt
Mr. Ilingworth Mr. Counor
Mr. Jumes Mr. Cookworthy
Mr. Keep BIr. A, Forrest
Mr. Loton Sir John Forrest
Mr. Randell Mr. Marmion
Mr, Bichardson Mr. Monger
Mr. Simpaon Mr. Moran
Mr. Traylen Mr. Paterson
Mr, Wood Mr. Pearsa
Mr. R. F. 8holl (Teller), | RMr, Solomon
My. Throssell
Mr. Veonn
Mr. Lefeoy (Tellor).

Motion negatived.

[COUNCIL]

Droving Bill.

ROADS ACT. AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

DROVING BILL.
RE-COMMITTED.

Clause 6 (as amended): |

Tae ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
5. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the following words be inserted, after the
word “horges” in line 11: “camels,
“ cattle, or other stock (excepting sheep).”

Put and passed. .

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) moved, as a further amendment,
that the following sub-clause be added to
the ¢lause :—

“(2) Any drover neglecting to give
‘“ the notice required by this motion shall
“be summarily punished before any two
*“ or more justices of the peace, and liable,
‘* on ¢onviction, to a penalty not exceeding
“fifty pounds.”

Put and passed.

Bill reported with further amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12-20 o’clock,
midnight. :

Legislative @ouncil,
Tuesday, 9th Oclober, 1894.

Excise Officer: up’:ointment. of—Perth Water : dredging
of—~Houses of Parliament : erection of—Roads Act
Amendment Dill ; firgt reading—Simall Debts Ordin-
gnee Amendment Bill: third rending—Busaselton
Street Closure Bill: second reading; committea—
Municipnal Tustitutions Bill: committee—Adjourn-
ment,

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 430 o'clock
pan. . :

PraYERS.



